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if miilk is pasteurised to 145 degrees it is
eon tended that the tuhereule germ, whose
resistance to heat is very preat, is not de-
stroyed. It has been proved here in Perth
that even with the best appliance;, it requires
the man behind the scheme to effect a satis-
factory pasteurisu4tion. InEngland the Health
Department has been very active in its en-
.deavours to get the producers to carry out
si system of tuberculin test and to go in
'tory thoroughly for hygienic methods of pro-
duction. It is kntown that 8 / per cent. of
milk consists of solids, not fat. If we sub-
ject those solids to heat, we seriously affect
the digestive qualities of the milk, and if we
over-heat the milk we destroy its vitatmines
also, and so reduce its value very greatly. I
W aS surprised to bear Dr. Saw ex-
press approval of the expedient of boil-
ing milk, In a country where wve
have no very high standard of hyg'enie
conditions it is perhaps wise, hut where there
are infants and children to he fed, the boil-
ing of milk is not very desirable. It is very
muchi wiser to encourage the dairyman to im-
,prove his hygienic conditions and produce
the milk free from tuberele or pathogenic
gerin. 'Then if a mother has occasion to
warm the milk for her children, she does not
destroy the vitamins so essential to infants.
I should like to see the motion withdrawn or
amended to cover the w'hole of the pro-
duction aind Sale of milk. Then we could
get the milk supply improved to meet the
scientific conditons laid dlown for its pro-
duetion elsewhere, notably in Sweden, Den-
mark, and America. By this means w4'
ishould avoid increasing the cost to the eon-
earner, while at the same time we should be
enconraging the consumption until it might
be increased ti. what it ought to he, Only
the other day, on making at rough calcula-
tion I found that the consumption of milk
in the metropolitan area does not exceed
a quarter of a pint per head per day. In
New York and other cities of -America, the
consumption is over one pint per head per
day. Itf we are to proceed on lines that will
benefit the consumer, and at the same time
develop thie dairying industry so valuable to
A tstralia, we must pay more attention to im-
proving the hygienic production. I cannot
subscribe to Dr. Saw's charge against the
Government of hush-hash, or that the herd
at Claremont is not receiving proper atten-
tion, or that the inmates of the Children's
Hospital are not getting high grade milk.
Still. I do admire Dr. Saw for having

brought forward this quostion, which must
hr- tackled in the near future, and I should
like to support him in his endeavour. But I
wvant the motion to apply generally, not to
a single herd.

On motion by Hoa. A. Lovekin, debate
adjourned.

Homle adjourned at 7.42 p.m.
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The SPEAIKERt took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-TRAMWAYS,
EXTENSIONS.

M1r. MIANN asked the MNinister for Rail-
ways: 1, When does he expect to bave the
train lines in Stirling and Newcastle streets
completed? 2, Is he aware that in thcir
present condition they are dangerous to the
public?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 and 2, The tram track in Stirling
and Newcastle streets is complete, and the
road surfacing is a matter far the City
Council, who have arranged to do the work
for the department.

PAPERS-FEDERAL ROAD GRtANT,
NAREMEEEN ALLOCATIONS.

On motion by Mr. Lath am, ordered: That
all papers, since inception of the scheme, re-
'ating- to the allocation of moneys to the
Narembeen District Road Board, under the

1792



[10 NovEMBEP.J 1927.) 19

Federal Aid Roads Act, be laid on the Table
of the House.

BILL--BROOKEHIhL LOT 602.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28.

In Committee of supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Justice (Hon. J7. C, W'iUl-
cock, Minister),

Vote-Justice. £,91,643:

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willcock--Gcraldton) [d.36]: There is
not much I desire to say in connection with
these Estimates. Everyone knows that
courts are provided for dealing with legal
matters that require attention. There are
one or two points in connection with the
revenue and expenditure that I will touch
upon and I will give further particulars, if
necessary, when we are dealing with the
items. The estimated revenue in connection
with the department is £24,000 in excess of
the actual amount received last year. Pro-
hate duty is, of course, an unknown quan-
tity but one or two large estates are beine-
dealt with, and it is anticipated that the
estimate will he reached. Considerably in-
creasged revenue has been derived from the
law courts and it is anticipated that this
year the increase will be maintained. That
is accounted for largely by the traffic eases.
Vn fortunately, notwithistanding the large
niumber of penalties that have been inflicted,
many breaches of the traffic regulations are
still committed by drivers of various types
of vehicles. People who are not in the
proper condition to control their vehicles
have been fined or otherwise penalised, hut
it does not seenm to have that deterrent effect
that is necessary in the interests of public
safety. If people will not act up to a pro-
per realisation of their responsibilities to
(he general public, it seems that the heavy
hand of the law will have to be applied by
means of still more substantial penalties that
have been inflicted so far. I think that
opinion will be shared by every member of
the House. Naturally it would he a matter

for congratulation, if it were not necessary
to take action for the punishment of people
who contravene regulations framed in the
interests of public safety. No one desires
to see those prosecutions undertaken, but un-
fortunately they are necessary in order to
make people live up to their responsibilities
in regard to public safety. The revenue
derived from the band Titles Office is a con-
stantly increasing one. Activities in con-
nection with land are considerable and that
is very satisfactory inasmuch as it reflects
upon the general prosperity of the State
People are desirous of acquiring properties,
and those properties are genernily secured
at increased Price 9. This tendency is pleas-
ing as; it shows that the transactions are re-
garded as good securities, and that is an
excellent index of the progress the State is
making. The department has made urgent
representations regarding the building in
which the land titles business is done. We
are fully seized with the necessity for con-
siderable improvements and additional ac-
commodation required for the office.

H-on. Sir James Mitchell: You cannot do
much to the old building.

The MINiTSTER FOR TSTICE: No.
Thle Premier indicated at an earlier stage of
the session that there was a possibility of
the Government taking action regarding the
provision of a soitable building- to house all
the Government departments. Until some-
thing definite is determined, it will not be
wvise to incur expenditure on buildings that
will not conforn to the general scheme.
There will be some improvement, and T hope
it will not be long before the work is under-
taken. There has been an increase in the
revenue derived from liquor licenses. While
some hotels have been delicensed, other
hotels have become necessary at centres
where there are increased activities or where
the population of the district has been
largely augmented. Under the heading, Of
expenditure this is estimated at £91,643 for
the year. Tt is much the same as the actual
expenditure for last year, which was only
£51000 in excess of the estimate. That was
largely due to several eases that were un-
foreseen. There were two or three import-
ant actions that necessitated witnesses be-
ing detained in Perth for considerable
periods. No one knows what will happen
duringF the year, but the eases I refer to
explain the increase in the expenditure for
the last financial year. The department
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does the work of the State, undertakes the
legal business of the Government, and pro-
vides courts where private people can settle
their differences, It is a department that
does not require much discussion, and I will
content myself with moving the adoption of
the Estimates.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.42j. This is an important depart-
ment which comprises several small sub-
departments. The work of the Land Titles
Office is an indication of the progress the
country is making. It is an index not only
of the added value of the land, but the
desire of the people to acquire property.
The protecton of titles is of the utmost
importance, and as the volume of business
grows, so must the necessity for accom-
modation extend. I hope that before money
is expended on providing a more suitable
building for the Land Titles Office, the Gov-
ernment will seriously consider the ques-
tion of a permanent housing scheme for the
public departments. I do not know that
we can afford to spend thme money that will
be necegsary for the erection of such -.
large building, but in these days of high
costs it would probably pay to erect suit-
able Governmet offices in which the whole
of the work could be centraised, and where
we could ei-onomuise niot only in the expoudi-
tire of the State but in the time of people
having work to do with Government de-
partments. I know it is difficult for the
Government to provide the necessary pro-
tection for documents without spending a1
great deal of money. It cannot be done
cheaply, for we cannot afford to take any
risk. At the same time I hope full con-
sideration will be given to the question of
housing (Jorerunment departments in one big
building- before spending any considerable
snimi on erecting buildings in the future

Thme Minister for Justice: New premise.
arc urgently required for this department.

Hfon. Sir J,,AMES M.ITCHELL: Yes, and
the Government cannot incur any undue
risk. The building in which the Land Titles
Office is now housed was erected a long-
time ago when the country had not pro-
eressed to its present stage. Th those days
the titles were comparatively few. 'Every
time a blockt of land is disposed of, it
moons additional accommodation required
for the documents that are involved. No
matter whether the block be large or small,

the room taken up by the registrations and
the documents must be precisely the same.
I suppose when the buildings were erected
there were only a few thousand titles in
existence. To-day there are tens of thou-
stands and all need care and protection. I
have nothin g to say about the Crown Law
officers, but I should like to refer to the
Electoral Department. The C0hief Electoral
Officer occupies a very responsible post.
He has work that must be done thoroughly
and he must keep iii Loud1 with people.
People in this Stare move about consiwt
ably. In a new country they transfer from
one residence to another and one district to
anther all too frequently1 particularly the
workers. S o it is important that electoral
affairs should be well managed. Elections
should be well run, the Act should be ad-
ministered to the letter and every detail ol
the work should receive the supervision of
the Chief Electoral Officer. For some years,
as the Estimnates show, senior officers have
been receiving increases of salary. The
Under Secretary last year or the year be-
fore was getting £850 and he is to receive
£960 this year. I have no objection to offer
to that, but the Chief Electoral Officer, get-
ting an increase of £C32, is inadequately)
paid. His is and always has been a sub-
dlepartmlent of the Crown Law Department
and so he is treated as a sub-head. I do
not think that works too well, Of course
it is impossible to have a dozen separat-
und independent departments, but the Elec-
toral Department might well receive con-
sideration at the hands of Ministers,
especially if we are not going to adopt joint
State and Federal rolls. I should like to
feel that the Chief Electoral Offfcer or the
official controlling the department did so
without interference from Ministers, par-
ticularly at election time. The Minister
must see that the Act is administered, but
beyond that the Chief Electoral Officer is
capable of doing all that is required. It is
impossible to have a great many electoral
registrars. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment, with their ample funds, can appoint
men to take charge of their affairs, but w
are not in that happy position. We have
to endeavour to carry on the work of the
department with very limited funds. Tlh'
whole cost this year 'will be £e2,354. True,
that is en increase on the cost of the
previous year.

The Minister for Justice: But that is for
salaries alone.



[10 Novniuur, 1027.] 19

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:- Quite so,
but salaries comprise practically the whole
of the expenditure. The other part is print-
ing, etc. 1 wish the Minister would con-
sider whether this officer could not be made
a little more independent and a little more
responsible. If hie were made entirely
responsible. lie would fuel that the duties
rested heavily upon him. The rolls, too,
ouight to be kept ip to date. I hope the
M1inister will see that the stall is adequate
to do that.

'the Minister~ for Justice: It is.

lon. Sir JAMES MITCEHELL: It is in-
portant that the Electoral Acet should b.
administered to the letter. There shoutl
be no departure fromn that. Some confuisioin
has been caused by the introduction of the
form for nom'adic electors. I have shown
the Minister that the protection sought to
he given to people genuinely entitled to it
has been extended to other people not en-
titled to it. There are some people whl
travel and are not long in any one place,
people we do not wish to disfranchise.

The Minister for Jutstice:- The men about
whom you spoke to me went from Northam
to Kellerberrin, then down to Narrogin andi
somcwhqre else and then to West Perth
and somewhere else Srom there.

lion. Sir JAIMES MITCHELL: That was
only onie instance, but it was sufficeient to
show the Mlinister what could happen. In
nearly all cases; the witness is the real
culprit. The mnan who signs a claim card
does not read the conditions. I venture to
say that not one man in 50 signing claime
cards reads the conditions or knows the
penalties. The man who mnakes it his busi-
ness to get enrolments, however, does know
the conditions and penalties and if hep
c'ommits an offence be should be punished.
It would be of little use inflicting wholesale
punishments now, though it ought to he
done, hut we should make an example of
the worst offenders so that others may be
warned not to indulge in similar practices.
There are not many people 'who see tht.
":leetoral Act.

The Minister for Justice: Few people
see anty Acts.

Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCOHELL: The
claim cards, however, show the conditions
under which a person may claim enrolment
and also the penalties likely to he incurred
if mis-Antment-, are made. Tf a man de-

liberately evades the law he should be ad-
equately punished.

The Mlinister for Justice: Not evades,
hut flouts the law.

I-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister may put it that way if he likes.
I1 hope punishment will he meted out to such
a man. It is not possible to have our rolls
kept in perfect order, but it is possible to
prevent much of the fraud that is perpe-
trated. All said and done, it is fraud. I
hare seen a juan asking passers-by in the
street to sigc-n claimi cards, men who had just
conmc to the place and apparently were only
passing through, and eventually they were
persuaided to record postal votes. That is
wrong. It has. always been the duty of the
Electoral Department, after ain election and
without any suggestion froin the Minister,
to look into the work of the electoral officers
throug-hout the S6tate and, if possible, as.-
certain where fraud has been committed,
and take proceedings to get the offenders
punished ucVr the law. That is what
ought to he done.

The Minister for Justic: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: If we
had responsible officers to do the work, it
wrould be dlone. When an election is oveir,
we find all sorts of excuses for people who
have been enrolled without being qualified
or people who hanve voted when they should
not have done so. In tb,? ease that the
Minister has under review, the man knew
he was not qualified and yet he voted. Hle
knew that he had been illeg-ally enrolled, but
that did not deter him from voting. I
think it is largely due to i,'norance of the
law or to a feeling that this sort of thing,
has been done for so many years9 and it is
still safe to go on doing it. TLet us have a
clean roll and let us conduct the elections as
cleanly as possible. To achieve that cudl,
let people who commit offe~nces know that
nothing will savo them from punishment.
Then all will be well. The Minister will
find that the nomad form has led to abuse
in more cases than the one I have quoted.
I hope we shall hove a icdistributioa of
seats, which may improve the position, but
we should have a few more electoral regii-
trams in the country. Considtering the enor-
mous distances, we have very few electoral
registrars.

The Minister for Justice: In every large
town where there is a clerk of courts it
is his duty to act in that capacity.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But I
mean registrars 'whose duty it would be to
look after the rolls. There may a clerk of
courts at Kellerberrin for instance, but it
is a full-time job for a man to look after
the electoral officers throughv~ut a large dis-
triet. My point is there are insufficient
registrars to do the work. If we appoint
Government officials to do the work, it is
not their special job and they have not
much time to give to it. I hope the rolls
for the Upper House will be found to be
in order. I daresay it is not so difficult to
keep them in order, because electors do not
change their addresses quite so often and
the Electoral Department, in compiling the
Council rolls, receives a good deal of assist-
ance from road boards awl municipalities.
Everyone entitled to be onl the roll for the
Upper House should be enrolled and it
should be the duty of registrars to get such
people enrolled. For the Upper House,
enrolment is not compulsory.

The Minister for Justice: We expend
money in advertising- and publicity to get
them on the roll.

Hon. Sir JAMES MI~TCHELL: Regis-
trars could do i good deal in conjunction
with the local authorities.

The Minister for Justice: So they do.
Eon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Though

we have compulsory enrolment for the lower
House, it has never been actively enforced.
It ought to be enforced, or the provision
ought to be repealed. It is not very com-
fortable to find there are 3,600 names on
a roll that ought to contain only 3,000. If
the compulsory enrolment provisions were
enforced the rolls would he more or less in
order. The Federal rolls are very much
better than the State roll;, biecause the Fed-
eral authorities do enforce enrolment and
impose fines, though wve do not hear much
about it.

The Minister for Justice: They have a
very simple procedure of fining a man
half-a-crown.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
is so, and if lie 1,leads not guilty and goes
to the court he is fined 10s. I hope the
Minister will instruct the Chief Electoral
Officer to enforce the compulsory pro-
visions. It is only right to do so. I admit
they have never been enforced. I should
like to ay a word or two about the Licens
in- Court. There has been a considerable
increase in the salaries of its members. That
of the chairman has gone up to £1,000, and

of the other magistrates to £850. There is
an increase of £300 on the Estimates. No
doubt these officials have important work ac
(10.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, they have.
Eon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If they

do their job properly they are not overpaid.
1 do not know how they arrive at the in-
goings that are required. At 3lorowa the
ingoing, was £2,000. Tenders were called
and £2,000 was the offer. In the case of
en hotel in Murray-street, Perth, the ingoing
was fixed at £E4,000, whereas the fee for the
Brishon Hotel was fixed at £C3,000. The
latter was a delicensed house, as a remilt of
the local option poll. An ingoing of £3,000)
at Claremont seems to be an extraordinary
amount compared with £4,000 in Perth, at
£4,000 seems to be extraordinarily low as
compared with £2,000 at lMTrowa, or £l1,00l
at Kunnunoppin.

The Minister for Justice: There was a!-
ready some form of license at that hotel.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The pub-
lie have to pay in the long ran. We do
collect 5 per cent, from the hotels on the
purchase price of liquor. An interesting
thing has come under my notice. I find that
in the case of a small club Mle State derives
from its levies no more than £27 whereas
the Federal Government coflect £324.

The Minister for Justice: The excise on
beer has gone up enormously. There is no
reason why the Federal Government should
have this money except that the Constitu-
tion provides for it. We have to bear all
the expense.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If they
were situated in Perth there would he some-
thing done in the matter, but as they are
2,000 miles away no one bothers very much.
If there is anything to say against the
charges tha~t are levied, it must be said
against 1he £27 which the State levies, and
not against the £324 the Commronwealth
levies. Because of the large amnount col-
lected by the Commonwealth, we cannot
collect more ourselves. It is a big enough
tax already. The hotels all the time am
paying the 5 per cent. It is not so important
that we should have large ingoings as that
the hotels should be properly equipped and
managed. Occasionally the premiums paid
have been mentioned in the Press. These are
irregular in amount, and are hardly propor-
tionate to the business done or to be done
in some cases. There should be some method
of fixing the amount. In n industrial con-
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ti-c in the South-West the cost of running
an hotel is less than that of running one
in ai purely agicultural centre.

Mr. Marshall: It might be a reasonable
thing to permit an appeal from the decisions
of the court.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think so. The court has done excellent work.
1 have very little to complain of with regn.-d
to it.

Mr. Marshall: You would iiot be so en-
thusiastic about it if you went through my
electorate.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If this
court metes out one form of control to one
hotel and another form to another hotel in
the same locality, and if people are not
treated in precisely the saume way, it will
be our ditty to step in. I laaes heard no
serious complaint against the court, but if
the bon. member knows of any, I hope hie
will mention it. Mfembers of the court ful-
fil important functions and hiave immense
power. We expeet our hotels to be properly
conducted and equipped. The equipment is
being improved as w~pll as the standard of
the buildings that are going up. The con-
duct of hotels hats been ver~y much better
siace the new Liceaiing bench camne into
existence.

The Minister for Justice. That is gen-
erally conceded.

Hon. Sir JAMES MiTCHEL: if I.
knew of ainy complaints as to the treatment
meted out to the various hotels, I should
not hesitate to write to the Minister about
them.

Mr. Marshall: There is no appeal against
the decisions of the court. I had one go at
them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
House could very easily reduce the vote.
That would be a satisfactory rejoinder to
any protest that was made. I would not he
justified on what I know in supporting such
a step. A great deal of good work has been
donne. Many hotels that ought never to have
been licensed, and that serve, no useful pur-
pose, have been delicensed. Some of our
country hotels are good enough for the met-
ropolitan area.

Mr. Marshal!: Why should that be?
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It i-,

&etter to have it that way than the other.
'1%r. Marshall: Have not people to pay

for that?
Hon. Sir JAMES MIT CffIEL: In some

country centres the hotel accommodton, one

would think, would be suitable for a popu-
lation four times as big. I refer to the
house accommodation. The cost of erect-
ing hotels is now considerable.

Mr. MNarshall: Private individuals can-
not get into hotels 31ow.

.Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: If the
court errs at all, it errs in wanting too
much.

Mr. tGhesson: Most of thw, hotels are tied
up 310w.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
11U. mnember has complaints to make, I hope
he will voice them. We occasionally hear
unpleasant rumours, but cannot take any
notice of them. Every court of the land is
in the same position. The successful liti-
gnats are always satisfied, but the unsuccess-
ful ones do not think much of the court.
When a new license is wanted, a petition
has to be signed by the majority of the rate-
payers in the locality. Tenders may ba
called, and someone who is not interested in
the. petition maty be chosen as the successful
applicant.

r. Mar'shall: t an not interested in any-
thing els.,e but tie' requirements of the trav-
elling public.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITORIELL: We
should set- that. justice is done all roundl.
People have event criticised the Chief Justice.
It is often a greater compliment to be cr114-
eised by unen for whom one has no respect
than to lbe aippluded by other people. The
position of the bench is not be compared
with that of membhers of Parliament. We
expect to be criticised. When we criticise,
%re have to he careful to state the facets, hut
when people critic us, they do not
stop to think what they are saying. They
allow their tonzaes to run away with them.
Of core if we were not criticised, many
of uts would not be heard at all. I hope the
Minister keeps in touch with the Licensing
Bench.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, but I never
interfere with them.

Hon. Sir JAMES IMJfTCWELL:. The Min-
ister has no power to do so. Tt would ho
at great mistake if Miniszters interfered with
the management of departments.

The Minister for Justice: Of course.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is,

however, right that Ministers should see that
their officers are doing their work.

The Minister for Justice: I have fem-
quently discussed matters with members of
the Licensing bench.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do
not propose to discus the recent elections. 'I
hope the Minister will, if necessary, see that
the number of registrars is increased, and
that officers are appointed to devote the
whole of their time to electoral matters.
That would be worth while. Nothing more
important happens in the State than a gen-
eral election, and it should be conducted
free from all suspicion. The number of
officers engaged should be sufficient to en-
sure that everything is fair and aboveboard.
The Federal people have a sufficient number
of officers for their purpose.

The Minister for Justice: They have not
so many.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
have the postal officials to assist them.. The
Commonwealth does not depend upon a prob-
ably over-worked official to perform these
important duties in a perfunctory fashion.
The work is most important, and we ought
not to mind if we spend a little more money
on it than is now spent. Everything in
connection with electoral nmatters should be
done thoroughly, and as the Act directs.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[5.16]: 1 agree with what the Leader of the
Opposition has said regarding the import-
ance of the position of Chief Electoral
Officer. The salary is not in keeping with
responsibilities of the office. I heard the
Minister say by interjection to the Oppo-
sition Leader that he does not interfere
with the head of the Electoral Branch. I
see, however, that that head is under the
Under Secretary for Law.

The Minister for Justice: That is so.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is not wise

that he should bhe. In my opinion,
the Chief Electoral Officer ought to be in-
dependent of the Under Secretary for Law
in carrying out his important duties. Be-
yound doubt the Under Secretary for Law
cannot know all the ramnifications of the
electoral system.

The Minister for Justice: I assure you
he does.

Hon. G4. TAYLOR: I do not think he
can know them sufficiently well. In any
ease, he is worked pretty bard, because
everybody who wants to hnow anything goes
to Mr. Hampton. From my experience of
that gentlemnan I can certify that he is a
veryv capable officer indeed. I should be
most sorry to create an impression that T
consider Mr. Hampton ought to he removed;
but I do think it better that the Chief Else-

toral Officer should be under the Minister
as head.

The Minister for Justice: He frequently
comes to me, and I frequently ask him to
come and see me. He often has direct corn-
mnunication with me.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: If the Chief Elec-
toral Officer can have direct comm unication
with the Minister without first applying for
permission or anything of that sort, it makes
the position much better. In MY Opinion,
the Chief Electoral Officer ought to be given
more consideration. From what the Minis-
ter said earlier in the session I regard my-
self as safe in assuming that he did not use
any influence on this officer during the last
election.

The Minister for Justice: Certainly not.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have no complaint to

make regarding the Mt. Margaret election.
The only difficulty was occasioned by the
members for Menzies (Mr. Panton) and
Leonora (Mr. Heron). Those two hon.
members did cause some commotion in my
electorate. They brought a huge deluge of
wind and water to bear, and put mne at the
top of the poll; so r am not complaining.
There arc, however, certain things, that
should be cleared up. The Minister, it has,
been asserted, wits responsible for many
things that were not very pleasing during
the election.

The Minister for Justice: T wish that any-
one who bears anything of that kind would
communicate with me, and I would at once
have inquiry made.

Hlon. G. TAYLOR: I am not suggesting
anything. I am pleased to hear the Mlin-
ister's cleclaraLion that the statements in
question can he refuted. Two important
positions in the service of the State are now
filled by acting men.

The Minister for Justice: Which twos
Hon. G4. TAYLOR: The Perth police

niagitracyv. and the Perth Local Court
magristracy.

The Minister for Jnstice: The senior
po~ition is filled by a permanent officer.

Hlon. G. TAYLOR: Who is the perman-
ent officer?

The Minister for Justice: Mr. Wood is
the senior magistrate of the city.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I thouzht the Perth
police magistrate was the senior.

The Premier: Mr. Wood z-eta £200 a yeair
more than nnyv other magistrate.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: Then the position in
the local court is the senior position. How-
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ever, khu Perth police magistrate is acting,
and there is also another acting magistrate.

The Miinister for Justice: Because of the
press or work.

Hon. G. TAYLOR;1 It is about time the
Ministee thoughlt of making permanent
appoinatments.

The Minister for Justice: The Premcier
will tell you that lie has represented the
muatter to the Public Service Commissioner
repeatedly.

lion. G. TAU lA : I do not want to re-
vive old trouble,,, hut I know what happened
in regard to the last Perth police magis-
trate. Ile was retired on account of age,
and the nian now holding the position is
considerably older than his predecessor was
at the time of retirement. That seemts
rather strangre.

Trhe Premier: The present man was not
lput on. He was on.

lion. Sir James, Mitchell: I take the re-
sponsibility of having put him on.

Hon. G1. TAYLOR: T am not complaining
about his having been put on. My only
suggestion is that it is time the position was
masdo permanent.

The Premier: It is a most difficult post
lo get filled. Many qqialified men do not
want it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We passed an Act
ma1king it compulsory for a magistrate to
have had certain legal training, and I under-
stand that the men with the necessary train-
ing will not accept the position at the salary.

The Premier: The Government have no-
thing to do with either fixing the salary or
making the appointment, bat the fact is that
we cannot secure a qualifiedl man for thle
POst at the salary.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The law compels the
Government to appoint a man with certain
qual1i fleat inns. However, there are men who
have been carrying on lrs acting magistrates
and wardens for years, but who have not
passed the legal examinations necessary to
qluolif 'V them for appointment to this posi-
tion. I regard (,he law as a foolist one,
which should be repealed.

The Premier: It seenis hard to suggest
that years of experience do not qualify such
wnen to do the work. They arc at an age
when they cannot pass examinations. Their
names will readily. occur to anyone.

lion. G. TAYLOR: The Premier knows
of two or three such men who have served
uinder him, and who are quite capable of

admiinistering justice. from the bench though
the3 ' have not the necesary legal qualifica-
tions for the position. If a younger man
without experience is appointed to the posi-
tion because of his leg-al qualifications, he
has to be trained in the business of the court
after he is put on the bench. It is absurd
to have mien acting in such positions. I
suppose the men now holding positions of
.(he kind tenilorarily cannot be appointed
permnently because of their age.

The Minister for Justice: lBccause of the

.The Premier; These men have the neces-
biry qualifications, hut. 1 suppose they are
beyond tile age.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: One man in the de-
partment was appointed because of general
knowledge, aind acquired knowledge, and
natural ability. I mention no names. I am
dlisappointed that we are not getting near
the police in these Estimate,.

.The Minister for Justice: They are in the
next division.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:. lPerhaps the Police
Department had better be left until the

*Mfinister has discuissed it..

MR. G~RFITHS (Avon) [5.27): See,
ing that there is an attempt to introduce
uniformn electoral rolls for the State and the
Commonwealth-

The Minister for Justice: That ie not in-
tended now, as the Upper House has thrown
out the Bill.

The Minister for Mines: Uniform rolls
are not wanted up there.

Mr. GRIF'THS:- I was hoping that the
Bill would become law.

Tme Minister for- Mines: It is out.
Mr. GRIJFFITHS: One matter that the

Minister might well consider is the question
of the closing time of polls.

The CHAIRMAN: That would necessi-
tate an amendment of the Act, and I do not
think it ean be discussed now.

Mr. GRIF'FITHS: T was merely throw-
ingi out the suggestion.

The Minister for Justice: The Federal
authoities are thinking pf bringing their
Electoral Act into conformity with ours in
that respect.

Mr. OUFTAFifS: It will be all right
s;o long ais uiniformity obtains. Again, the
northern elections mi ght well be held simul-
taneously with the southern in these days of
aviation. It is not as if ballot papers had
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still to be conveyed to the North by steamer;
they can be sent up speedily by aeroplane.
Therefore the same day of election might
well obtain throughout the State. I invite
the Minister's attention to representations I
have already made regarding the necessity
for police protection at Tammnin.

MR. MANNI (Perth) [5.29]; 1 wish to
bring under the Minister's notice again the
need for appointing at city coroner. Owing
to the denmands upon magistrates and acting
magistrates for general pollee work, inquiries
into deaths are mostly left to honorary jus-
flees. Last year there were 252 inquests,
and although 118 of them referred to acci-
dental deaths, the others were somewhat in-
volved and required thorough investigation.
Several instances have occurred in which a
person has been indicted or committed by a
coroner's jury and, after a deal of expense
and worry and trouble, the Crown have de-
clined to file a bill. Recently a young fellow
was comnmitted for trial and had to go td
the expense of retaining a solicitor. Then
the Crown entered a nolle prosequi. If the
coroner had been an experienced man the
chances are the young fellow would not have
been commiitted. Honorary justices do not
bnow the value of criminal evidence, and at
the coIroner's court all sorts of evidence is
admissable. The coroner's ju~ry, unless they
are well directed by the coroner, take notice
of hearsay evidence, -and so return some
charge against the man and he is cominited
for trial. On the other band some persons
may be allowed to go free who diould be
committed for trial. Seeing the large number
of inquests we are having now, I certainly
think a city coroner should be appointed.
There is plenty of work for him to do. The
authorities endeavour to pick the most ex-
perienced justice they can for an inquest,
hut even so those justices do not appreciate
the value of evidence, nor do they know how
to (lirec-t a jury. The result is we get verdicts
that would not be given if we had an ex-
perieniced coroner in charge of the proceed
mngs. The cost of creating this office would
not be large, and the services of the coroner
would be fully utilised, for on days when
he was not sitting as coroner he could be
sitting as a ma -gistrate ii the courts. I com-
mend this to the Minister for Justice for
investigaition.

The Minister for Justice: We are already
considering it.

Mr. MANN: One interesting point is thait
33 per cent, of the deaths inquired into last
year were due to transport accidents; motor
ear, tramn and cycle accidents. Whether or
not there was criminal negligence in sonic of
them is a very fine point. For that reason
alone it is worth while appointing a city
coroner. The Leader of the Opposition
touched upon the value of licenses. I wonder
if the Minister could advise us as to what
means are used by the licensing court in
fixing- the amount an applicant has to pay
for getting a license. Is it done just
by speculation or guess work, or do the
court call in the municipal valuers?
It seems to me the last two or three amounts
assessed by the court are irreconcilable. For
instance, for a general license the Cafe An-
glais, Gordon's Hotel, had to pay £4,000.
It is true they bad a beer license before,
but a beer license does not carry 25 per
cent. of the value of a general license.

The Minister for Justice: They have a big
turnover.

Mr. MANN: I admit that. At the same
time the Bohemia Hotel, next door, was
bought for £36,000. Take the value of Gor-
don's Hotel and compare it with the value
of the Bohemia Hotel, and ask what is the
value of the license for Gordon's Hotel. I
should say it was;£10,000. The Royal Hotel,
at the next corner. was sold recently for
£65,000.

The Minister for Justice: But that is a
flue building.

Mr. MANN: No, it is a very old building.
The licensing bench let it be understood
that the purchaser would have to spend an-
other £10,000 in improving the place. So
that license is going to cost £75.000. Re-
cently the King Edward Hostel was sold for
£45,000.

The Premier: But you are mixing up vari-
ous freehold properties with the amounts
paid for the licenses.

Mr. MANN: I am asking what would
Gordon's Hotel be worth as a freehold with-
out a license. T think that license was worth
at least £.10,000.

The Premier: That might apply to all
licenses.

Mr. MANN: I want to know how the
bench arrived at the valuation. They charged
the licensee of the Brighton Hotel £3,000
for his license. That does not seem to be
in keeping with the E4,000 for Gordon's
Hotel.

The Minister for Works: Was it not
assessed by tender?
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Hon. G. Taylor:- No.
The Minister for Works: I think it was.
The Premier: Gordon's Hotel was fixed

by tender.
Mr. MAN)N: Of course it wasi. in this

way: the owner of Gordon's Hotel made
application to the court for a general license.
But first lie had to get a majority ot the
electors in an area defined by the court to
asupport him before the court would hear the
ease. The majority was secured. Then the
court heard evidence and on that decided
that another license was necessary. Then
they called for tenders. But, of course1 the
only person that tendered was the licensee.
Who else could tender?

The Premier: The successful tenderer
would have the right to build another hotel.

Mr. MANN: That does not ailter the irosi-
tion.

The Premier: It would affect the pnice.
Mr. MANN: The court should have re-

jected the tender and said it was not suffi-
cient.

The Premier: No. They said another
hotel was necessary, and the licensees ten-
der was the highest submitted. You could
not justify increasing the price when the
price was fixed by open tender.

Mr. MANN: The court could have said it
was not adequate.

The Premier: But if nobody would pay
2core, howv could it be said that the licensr
was worth morel

Mr. MANN: If the Premier thinks that
a satisfactory answer, it certainly does not
appeal to me. Following on that, tbe cour-t
charged the licensee of the Brighton Hotel
£3.000.

The Premier: For a full license.
Mr. "MANN: He had a full liense pre-

VIOUSly.
The Premier: Gordon's Hotel had a part

license, one of the heat beer licenses in the
city.

The Minister for Mines: If the application
had been for a full license, it would have
been worth £10,000.

Mr. MANN: But I do not think that
point counts at all.

The Minister for Mines: Nobody could.
ynstifv the building of another hotel right
there when there wvas a mvine and beer license
there already.

Mr. MANN: However, the Minister for
.Tustice should know what means the court
have of valuing these licenses.

The Minister for Justice: They get infor-
mation from every possible source.

Mr. MANN: They do not take it on evi .
deuce, through the court. It mus t be done
privately afterwards.

The Minister for Justice: They know the
value of every hotel in the city.

Mr. MJANN: Their investigations do nor
lead them to such knowledge, or if they do
I think the members of the court are very
poor judges. The hotel next door to Gor-
don's brought £35,000.

The Minister for Mines: That -was free-
hold.

Mr. MANN.- So was Gordon's.
The Premier: The Bohemia Hotel is on

one of the most valuable blocks in the city.
Mr. MANN: It is not so valuable

as the adjoining one which is a cor-
ner block. However, if the Premier
and the Minister are satisfied that they
are getting the revenue to which they are
entitled, very well. I do not think so, al-
though in respect of the Brighton Hotel
they got more than they were entitled to.

The Premier:- I do not think so. It is a
great big pile of buildings practically worth-
less without a license, and the payment of
£C3,000 for the license turns it into a valuable
property.

Mr. MANN: The question of how the pre
ions license came to be taken away should

have been considered.
The Premier:- No, it was taken away under

the law of the land. The bench had only
to deal with the application for the new
license.

The Minister for Mines, The place was
delicensed by a magistrate under a local
option vote.

Mr. MANN: And that was not very ma-
fictory.

The Premier: No, it was not. The magis-
trate delicensed that house and allowed a
winle license to remain.

Mr. MKANN: I say that should have been
taken into consideration. The taking away
of the original license amazed everybody.
The Premier has kept it in mind.

The Premier: lBecause I thought it was
:bad decision.
Mr. VANN: So it was. When the bench

were considering the application for the
new license, they should have considered the
iirumstanes in which the original license
was taken way while the license for a wins
sa loon at the bottom of the hill was allowed
to remain.
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MR. FERGUSON (Moore) [5.44]: 1 wish
to bring under the notice of the Minister
the necessity for making some additions to
the court house at Moors. It is ak very tiny
little room. Across one end of it is it
counter. Then there are a table, the wit-
ness box and the' dock, together with the
necessary books and papers. There is not
touch room left iii that courthouse. The
clerk of courts, who is rather on the big
side, has great difficulty in getting about
the court. If lie wants to go from one end
to the other, he has to wriggle along side-
ways. Then we have a big policeman, too.

Tbe Premier: Yes, a lO-stone policeman.

Mr. FERGUSON : With the clerk of
courts above ordinary stature, and with this
iD-stone policeman, who has just been sent
uip there, I do not know how they are going
to get on if the prisoner happens to be a
bigl jan. The court proceedings will have
IQ be held outside. There is no other court-
house within 100 miles of Moora and con-
sequently a good deal of business has to be
transacted in that little rooma. All tihe
doectoral work is also done there, an(l the
Savings Banik wvork as well. Additions to
tbe building are very badly needed. When
ibe courthouse was driginally erected it was
never intended that it should remain so
small and provision was made for its exten-
sion. There have been many comiplainuts
abouit the inadequacy of the acconumoda-
tin, and magistrates who have visited the
court from Perth hove had something to
say about the lack of room. I urge the
Minister to give the matter consideration.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.47]: 1 desire
to stress the need for a courthouse at Arna-
dale. The districts around Armadale are
advanci jig rapidly. The Peel Estate is not
very far distant, whilst the number of
settlers at Roleystone and Bedfordale has
increased in recent years. There is also
considerable progress being made in those
districts between Armadale and Fremiantlc
and also from Armadale towards Perth. If
a courthouse were established at Armadale,
petty cases could be dealt with by justices
and a magistrate could visit the district at
intervals. Armadale is also a railway jn-
tion. Another matter to which I wish to
refer is the larges number of names that are
permitted to remain on electoral rolls when
they should be removed. In many eases
the names are those of people who have
long since left the district. When the total%

are calculated and the percentages are
wvorked out, the rolls lead to the belief that
the poll has been small. Hf the rolls were
purged more carefully and more frequently
it would be a distinct advantage. We know
that the names of those who die are struck
off with regularity, but the names of those
who have niov'd out of a district are per-
knitted to remain on the roll, in some cases
for years.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [5.49] : .1 have
no complaints to make about the l'inguelv
electorate which hats been treated fairly
well, hot I should like to stress the needl
for a courthouse at Kondinin, a very pro-
gressive district. Police quarters are being
erected there now and a courthouse will lie
necessary. There are people living 30 miles
east of Kondinin and the court jurisdiction
should extenid that far. Regarding the
courthouse at Pingelly, the fence which
surrounds it is in a deplorable conditioj.
To fact it is an eyesore and shoulid receive
attention. Another matter, too, is that in
the past the only morgue we have had is -a
small structujre that was formerly the out-
house for the court buildings. Originally
the courthouse was a school. It is a standj-
ing- disgrace tljat a town of the size of
Pingelly should not have a proper morgue.

Ttem-Witnesses and jurors, Suproenu
Cotirt and Quarter and Petty Sessions.
£C4,000:

14r.' SLEMAN : A lot Imas been said
from time to time about the payment made
to jurymen. Something should be done in
this respect. T would like to know whether
there is any possible chance of increasing
the fees received by jurynien. Very often
men who are on the basic wage are called
away from their work and they receive the
large amount of 10s. per day.

Mr. FERGUSON: The time is long over-
due for revising the scale of fees to juries
and witnesses. A little while ago I gave
evidence at considerable invonvenience and
T foiund that the land agent and a plumiber
who wvere on the jury received more than
I did.

Mr. Mann: You were a witness; you
were not on the jury. Witnesses are paid
on a varying scale.

Mr. FERGUSON: I desire that this scale
should be revised, because it is on an abso-
lately unfair basis. No man should be
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!allnd upon to give evidence and be the loser
'hereby

'Vote put and passed.

Vote-Police, £221,211:

THE XMISTER FR JUSTICE (Hon.
T. C. Willeock--Geraldtonl [5.55]: The
umount voted last year was £211,502 and
bhe expenditure was £215,008. This excess
vas made up of £835 on salaries, and
'3,571 on contingencies, a total of £4,406.
The estimate this year is £221,211 or
:5,303 over last year's expenditure. The
idditional figures hare been brought about
)y the ever-increasing activities and expan-
iion of the department, consequent on the
levelopment of the State in the wheat belt
tmd the South-West, and the need for ad-
litional men in connection with the regua-
:ion of traffic in the metropolitan area. It
s ratter interesting to draw attention to
;he fact that the strength of the police force
mn the 30th June last was the same as on
b e 30th June, J.901. We have, however,
.eached the stage to-day when it is neces-
wary to Add to the numbers, particularly
a the metropolitan area.

Mr. Mann: The police have had a dozen
lifferent, jobs in the last few years.

The MTNISTER FOR JUSTICE: As a
natter of fact the police do a tremendous
tinount of work for the State in various
rays. Most of the courthouses, about
vhich we have heard so much in the last
tour or so, have been conducted by the
nembers of the palice force and they have
lone very well too. It would be very nice
f we could afford to provide the full-time
iourts that have been asked for. The police
:rnld also attend to electoral matters in
'arious parts of the State. The Leader of
he Opposition will be well aware of the
tced for the exercise of care in creating
pew positions. T-here has been a great dis-
nelination on the part of the Treasurer to
igree to inereases in the personnel of the
'ivil service. There has always been a need
o keep a tight hold on expenditure in that
lirection, and everybody will agree with
hat. We hear it said that the Government
Iepartments are overrun with civil servants,
bat there is not sufficent work to keep
hem going, and that therefore there should
ie a clean-np. That is not the position.
rhere is any amount of work to be done,
Put we want to see, before anyone is em-

ployed in any of the G overament depart-
ments, that there is sufficient work to keep
all profitably engaged the whole of the time
Something has been: said in the House with
regard to examinations for promotions in
the Police Department, and it was suggested
that the examinations were not popular. I
may inform the House that no fewer than
63 members of the police force are entrants
for the examinations for promotion. The
force do consider the examinations of value
and are prepaeredt to make use of them,
whether the individual entraints are fit for
further advancemenmt or not.

Mr. Mann: The euxamination for a police
constable should not be the same as that for
candidates for the C.I.D.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
Mr. Mann: But it is so A man can

he an excellent policeman, but a failure as
a detective. Yet the examinuttion is the same
for both.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Of
course there are taken i nto consideration
temperament, character, general demeanour,
capacity, etc.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is necessary that
that should be so.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is so. The Government recognise that it
is a very important position. A man may
be a smart and capable policeman, yet he
may be quite incapable of carrying out the
work of criminal investigation.

Mr. Mann: Yet if an applicant failed
when he went up LoT the police examina-
tion, he would not have an opportunity of
becom ing a criminal investigator, although
he might be a good man in that capacity.

The MINISTER FOR JT.STICE: It is
necessary that such a man should have a
certain amount of knowledge of police
work.

Mr. Mann: But that i8 not the point.
Failure to pass the examination would de-
bar him from entering the C.I.D. where he
might be an excellent officer.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
may be so, but still the examination to
which the members of the police force have
to submit themselves, is not so hard that
a man of ordinary capacity should not be
able to pass it in a comparatively short
period. It requires a man of more than
oudinary capacity to successfully fill the
position of an investigator of crime.
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Hon. Sir James Mfitchell: Some men
can pass examinations, anti yet have no
capacity at all.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I ad-
mit that even if a man were to pass the
police examination, he might not be at all
successful in the Criminal investigation De-
partment. Bat I have pointed out that in
order to be successful in bhat capacity, a.
man must be much above the average. Such
a man should be able to pss. the promo-
tional examinations without any trouble,
The administration of the Traffic Act of
1919 that came into force in 1920, has im-
posed upon the police force a tremendous
amount of work, It has grown into a big
undertaking and it is rendlering a special
service to a special section of the com-
munity. In his annual report the Commis-
sioner of Police has always pointed out his
conviction that the department should re-
ceive some portion of the license fees thal.
are collected. No direct payment is made
in respect of the regulation of framei, not-
withstanding that as a result of those servies
assistmnce is rendered to the people who use
the roads. The work gives greater security
to motorists and is of great advantage to
them and to pedestrians, saving many aei-
dents. Moreover, that special service is ren-
dered to the public in the metropolitan area
only. In other parts of the State the regu-
lation of traffic is undertaken by the local
authorities themselves. Yet in Perth where
the work is much heavier, and far more ima-
portant than in smaller centres, the police
force have to undertake it.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell:- What does it
matter? The returns go into revenue.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is not so. In the country districts the money
goes to the local authorities. The munici-
palities get a aierlain proportion of it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, that is
punblic expenditure, although not by the
State.

The MITNISTER FOR JUSTICE: But
under the present system, it means that the
taxpayers of the State have to find th.-.
money to afford the necessary protection
to motorists and others in the city, withont
deriving any benefit whatever themselves.
This heavy work has entailed the employ-
mrent of 80 or 40 extra policemen within the
metropolitan area, and the taxpayer at Nor-
tham, who receives no benefit and has to pay
something locally towards the traffic ar-

rangeinents of his town, has to contribute hic
quota towards defraying the cost of trafffi
inspection in Perth.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They are law.
abiding people in INortham, and the wort
does not cost much there.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Bu!
still the ratepayer there has to pay his pro.
portion towards the cost of traffic regulatioL
in the city.

Hlon. Sir James Mitchell: I think thc
police could give more attention to tht,
gambling business.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I re
gret that during the past 12 or 18 mon lii
several retirements have taken place amon
the higher officers who were attached to th.
Police Department. Those officers left be
cause they had reached the retiring age
They rendered good service to the Statb
over a long period of years end it was rathe
unfortunate from the departmental point o:
niew that four or five senior officers had t(
retire within such a short period. Thosi
concerned included Chief Inspector Duncan
Inspector Houlahan, Inspector Congdon o.
the C.I.D., and Inspector Mitchell, while In
spector Smith, of the Traffic Department
died during that period. All those officer
hikve left the department within the last 11
mouths or so. I believe we have been abi'
to fill their places very creditably.

Hon. Sir .James Mitchell: Who is thi
chief inspector now?

Thbe MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In
spector Sellenger is acting in that capacityr
He- is a good officer, but, unfortunately
owing to the regulations, he will haven
retire in 12 months or so. It would be h~
the advantage of the State if the senio:
officers who arc capable of rendering year
of service could bc retained in the depart
meat. However, it is part of the industria
conditions and of the agreement that officer
shiall retire at a certain age, and they hav,
had to take their departure.

Hon. G. Taylor: A living example of tha
is Mr. Mc~enna who bad to retire from tb,
Po~tition of senior inspector.

The M1NISTER FOR JUSTICE: Thu
is so. In fact, Mr. 'McKenna is a younge
man on appearances than one of his son
whom I know. However, the age limit hai
to be laid down and under it officers eapabl
of rendering many more years of service r'
the State have had to be retired.

Mr. Sampson: Cannot the -regulation b)
imended 9
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
I do not say that it should be amended.I
an' merely drawing attention to the fact
that it is unfortunate that so many had to
retire within so short a period. Hon. mem-
bers will notice that the salary of the Comn-
missioner of Police has been raised to
£1,000. That is not too much when we take
into consideration the importance of his
Position. He has grave responsibilities t.,
shoulder, and recently several important sub-
departments have been brought within his
jurisdiction. During- the last four or five2
years the work of the licensing branch has
increased considerably, the ditty of traffic
regulation has been added to the department,'
arid the administration of the Weights and
Measures Act has also considerably increased
the Commissioner's responsibility.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Who is In
charge of the Weights and Measures branch?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In-
spector O'Halloran.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I should think
he wvould have enough to do with the licens-
ing work.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
heavy part of the licensing work has been
done. There is a certain amount of admin-
istrative work to be carried on, hut the
heavy work that necessitated inquiries and
long and careful consideration regarding the
dc-licensing of premises has been practically
completed. The actual work in connection
with weights and measures will be carried
out by inspectors and mechanics, and In-
spector O'Halloran will have sufficient time
to exercise effective supervision over their
operations. Three new police stations have
been erected at Bassendean, lBencribbin and
Perenjori, and a police camp at Salmon
Gumns. A new station has been constructed
at Rondinin and it is antic ipated that it will
he occupied at the end of the month. Ten-
ders have been called for the erection of a
police station at Palmyra in the East Fre-
mantle district, and that building will lie
erected shortly. It is also intended to con-
struct stations at Mt. Hawthorn and Mar-
gnret River during the present year, and we
also hope to be able to provide better ac-
commodation at Williams. Regarding the
Weights and Measures Act, lion, members
will remember that it came into operation
on the 1st July of this year. The task of
supervising and testing weights and meas-
ures and of making the legislation effective
in a short time, is a big one and we have

concentrated upon the centre o.f the city
where the largest number of weights, seales
and measures are in use. The work will also
be undertaken at Fremantle and almost inm-
mediately the application of the Act will be
extended to country districts throughout the
State. We have been held up to a certain
extent because of the want of proper ac-
cominodation and supervision at Fremantle.

Hon. Sir Jamea, Mitchell: Do you intend
to have a stall stationed there?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
do not intend to have a large staff. Most of
the work will be carried out by members
of the police force. Of course, we will
have to appoint some officers, but they will
carry out duties under the Traffic Act.
as wvell. Arrangements are being coent-
pleted regarding suitable quarters at
Fremantle for the accommodation of those
who will take charge of the inspection of
weights and measures and traffic work as
wvell. The traffic oftice at Fremantle is in
almost as had a condition as the Perth office
was two or three years ago. I hope we will
be in possession of more suitable premises
in a short time.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: Everyone will
be in the Government service soon.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
aln very well for the hion. member to talk
like that. Just now he wanted more elec-
toral officers appointed! There is always
a tendency to increase the number of civil
servants, seeing that the State is expanding
and progressing. The public are! entitled to
the protection that is extended under the
Weights and leasiures Act. They have not
been given a fair deal for the last ten or
twelve Yealrs. At the same time, we do not
desire to unduly extend the personnel of the
5er~ ice 1)y invreasing the staff more than is
necessary. We must go slowly. The mem-
bers of the police force have given a lot of
attention to ambulance and first-aid wvork,
and 9R per cent, of the force hold first-aid
certificates. That means that throughioukl
the State in country centres and elsewhere,
should accidents occur there is always a
policeman available who is at least able to
render first, aid to tile injured. Experi-
ments have been carried out by the West-
ralian Farmeers Ltd. with a view to provid-
ing a broadcasting outfit for use by the
police patrol in the metropolitan area. It
was anticipated that wve would be able to
instal a wireless plant for £300 or £400.
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When the experiments were carried out,
however, we found that an inadequate ser-
vie wvould be obtained. Hon. members will
agree that it is useless to have an ineffi-
dent or inadequate service. During the last
week or so we have been conducting, in
conjunction with OWF-the Westralian
Farmers' broadcastingr station-further ex-
periments in that direction, and if it is de-
monstrated that an efficient service can be ren-
dered wvithout undue cost, we shall go ahead
with the project. If we find that the ex-
pense is too great, the scheme wvill go by
the board. If it is proved to be an economic
proposition, we hope to instal the system
duting the year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Will you have
a wireless set at each police stationi

The MIINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
The idea is to have a plant installed on the
police car so that, should its services he re-
quired, instructions will be broadcasted and
the patrol will be able to pick up the mes-
sage and speed away to the point where
their presence is necessary.

Mr. Criffitlis: Mr. Coxon went up North
and conducted some successful experiments
there.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
experiments I refer to are being conducted
by Mr. Coxon as well.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The INISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
very little to add in conclusion. The Police
Department aire fully cognisant of the neces-
sity for employing motor vehicles to assist
in the regulation of traffic. To this end
it is proposed to increase the fleet of vehicles
by two extra motor cycles.

RON. SIR JAKES MITCH=L (Nor-
tham) [7.311: 1 notice that the salary of
Ihe Commissioner of Police has been raised
to £1,000 a year. When we remember the
increasingly large number of duties devolv-
ing upon that officer we can all approve of
the increase. He has done wonderfully good
work in that office and has an excellent
force. No State is hetter served by its
police than is Western Australia. I take
it that the regulation of traffic includes the
control of people who sell sweep tickets in
the streets. I understand that comes under
the supervision of the police and is not a
matter for the municipal authorities.

The Minister for Justice: Anybody who
obstructs traffic can be proceeded against by
the police.

Ron. Sir JAMES 11ITCHELL: I hope
the police will not be interfered with but
iril! be allowed to administer the Act.

The Minister for Justice: They are.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There

is a law against gambling of any sort, and
while we can never hope that it will be
perfectly administered, it is a pity that so
many people should be permitted to engagd
in selling tickets in Perth.

The Minister for Justice: It is very diffi-
cult to refuse permission.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
see how the Minister can approve of it.

The Minister for Justice: It is decreasing.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Decreas-

ing! The Premier told representatives of
the Council of Churches that the Govern-
went had put dowvn gambling, and yet it
goes on worse than ever. Then the Minister
for Mines said if he had his way he would'
put down gambling, and still there is more
gambling. Now another Minister tells us
that gambling is decreasing. I should like
to believe that it was.

Mr. Marshnll: If we are going to put it
down we should start on the racecourses.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
,member always starts at the wrong end.
He has an imperishable instinct for taking
the wrong turning. There is too much
gambling nowadays, and it is regrettable
that so many people should be selling sweep
tickets in the streets. If it is the duty of
the police to control that sort of thing, they
should discharge their duty. It was pointed
out the other day that a great deal of money
was sent from Western Australia to Tat-
tersall's, and it was contended that our
people might as well be given an oppor-
tunity to gamble here and keep the money
in the State. There is a difference between
Tattersall's and other sweeps. Tattersall's
deduct 10 per cent. of the proceeds and the
balance of the money is devoted to prizes,
bitt many of the local sweeps give prizes
amounting to probably £100 and collect
£1,000. It is possible to do that because
there is no limit to the number of tickets
that migbt be sold.

The Minister for Justice: There is a limit
of 50,00 tickets.

Mr. Penton: The applicant for permis-
sion has to state the number of tickets and
present a balance sheet.
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Hon Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Fifty
thousand tickets at half-a-crown would
amount to a considerable sum. Most of the
sweeps, I believe, are conducted for charit-
able purposes.

The Minister for Justice: AUl of them.
H-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is

riot so much objection to sweeps when the
proceeds are devoted to charities. Still,
trambling has a very bad influence on young
people.

Mr. Sleemian: All Governments have con-
t'mecd it by imposing a tax of 1d. on every
tieket issued by a bookmaker.

l[on. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL. That has
lven' dlone for years.

Mr. SleeMan: They aire prepared to wink
ait gambling on the racecourse, and they
refuse to give the same facilities elsewhere

lion. Sir lAMES MITCHIELL: The hon.
memrber must admit that it is possible to
have too nmuch gambling, that. its influence
is too widespread and that it is 'irovinw:
harmful.

Mr. Sloenmn f Do riot touch thn2 big fel-
low!

lIoan. Sir JAMES 2sI1TCHELTL: It is not
a question of the big fellow. T suppose
the lion, member goes to the races.

Mr. Sleemazi: I would not go to such n
place.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: I dare
say the hon. member goes occasionally and
puts a pound on a horse. I have no ob-
jection to that, but T am satisfied thait gambl-
ing does no good. A lot of people are
prone to say that big men are permitted
to gamble and other men are not.

Mr. Sleeman: You are always afraid to
tackle the big fellow.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That i,
a cheap sneer that ill-becomes the hon. memn-
ber.

Mr. Sleeman: It is true.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is not

true.
M r. Sleeman: The Government collect a

penny OIL every ticket issued by a book-
maker and then you talk about gambling%

Hron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It may
se illoI to collect that tax when gambi-

igu is really illegal.
Mr. Sleeman: It is inconsistent.
Hon. G. Taylor: It is not illegal to gam-

hle with at hook-maker on a racecourse. He is
licensed.

Hon. Sir JAME S MITCHELL: The rac-
ing clurbs sell the licenses in order to catch
the fees.

2dr. Sleernan: And the Government prac-
tically license bookmakers by collecting the
tax.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
fact of the Government collecting a tax on
bookmakers' tickets does not make the act
logical because, in effect, it is equivalent to
the Government licensing bookmakers. I
do niot know that gambling on racecourses
does as mouch harm as does the gambling
carried on elsewhere. The member for Pre-
mantle is waiting anxiously for me to say
something about White City. I am deplor-
ing the fact that gambling has become so
a enicral, and the Minister also must deplore
it. It entraot do good; iL must be doing
vonsiderable harm.

The Minister for Justice: The sweeps
have been severely curtailed. Not more than
one a month is allowed, whereas previously
they wer run promiscuously.

llon. Sir, .AMES MITCHELL : They
I (VeI. wer ran promi V~liscuously.

Thje 'Minister for Justice: They were.
lion. Sir JALS MITChELL: Not a

all..
Th Min ister for Justice : When T first

took ovecr On l d epartmuen t numbers of
.q~ . %%erv l!eing, run1.

lIon. Sir I AME\fS 3ITEE.:Very few
wve being 1111.

The 'dfinister for Ju stie: Even the few
have been en,'!a iled.

lion. Sir JA[]ES MITCHiELsL: There is
no( p'roof of that.

'rite 'Minister for Justice: There is proof
in' tihe records.

Rn. Sir J %,IE 31j "CEM' Formerly
people did niot spend thre whole of their time
selling sweep tickets, as is dlone now. If
it is the duty of the police to stop it, there
is no reason why they should niot carry out
that tlu1tv.

r. Sleenian : Gamnbling throug-hout the
State is either right or wrong, and if it is
Wrong it should be stopped.

I-Ion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The mem-
her for Frensantle is a whole-liogger.

Mr. Penton: All Fremantle members ore
whole-hoggers.

Ifr. Sleeman: Gambling cannot be right
for one lot of peop~le and wrong for another
lot.

H-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL.: Of
course not. It may be inadvisable for one
lot and it might not hurt the other lot very
,much. it is no more immoral to put 5S.
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on the totalisator than to pay 5s. to go to
a theatre.

Mr. Sleemag,: Or play cards in a club.
lion. Sir JA,1 ES MITCRELl2 : But there

should not he opportunities in the streets
for young folk to gamble. The member for
Fremantle must surely approve oC that
sentiment.

M1r. Sluenian: Treat :ili people alike.
lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have no

obijectioni to that.
Mr. Sl'Ieeman: Stop the lot or let them

all go.
lion. Sir lAMES M[TCHELL: I have

rio objection to treating all alike, but if Ave
did it we should make ourselves lorok
ridiculous.

Mr. Sleenian: You are determined to be
inconsistent.

Honl. Sir JAMES MITCHEMLL: For
Walla vears it has been, thle custom to hold
rave ateeti ugs periodically and no great
tiarm has resulted. From that, however,
all sorts of gambling has grown up, and
Sf the duty of controlling it devolves upon
the police, they should be allowed to do it
without interference.

vie \iiiister for .lustice: rice is no
nterference.

]Tton. Sir .A MiS M ITC'l1EIJl 'Then I
hopeW tfivy will go to White City and tackle
illu' s~i~~izthere at tilc earliest oppor-

Hif v.
Thre 1iV hush cv or Jnstie: You know it is

a different White City froan w1hat it was
thrtee or fool-r yea rsg. Thle unlimiteul
ga nublin- oil onheels and that sort of' thin-
has been ablsoluitely cut out.

lHon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL :I hope
that it has: I do not know heca use I have
not been there.

The 2 linister for Justice: You can accept
liy word that it is so.

Hon. Sir J.\MEIS MTITCHELL :Very
often I hear the march of feet on the way
to White City. i If the police have control
of those people. I hope they will exercise it
aII( riot permit the wholesale gambling that
is going- on at present. T should like to call
thre Minister's attention to the fact that
the salary, of the Chief Inspector is to 1be
reduced this year.

The Minister for .Iustieu-: Vn thnare is
an allowance to be added to that amout.

]Ton. Sir TAMAES l\H/CREFLL: The salaryv
for thre office was £822 last year and the
,amount provided fnr this year is £550.
There is a great disparity betwveen that

salary and the salary paid to tile Comnui-
sioner, and this inspector ranks next to th.-
Commissioner.

The Minister for Justice: The Cief Ini-
spector comes under thle police award.

Haon. Sir JAME!'S MITCHELL: Ile eoaies
under the P ubl ie Servic Coinmissioner.

The 'Minister for -Justice: Not now.
Hon. GI. Taylor: tDoes hie belong to t;t

Police Association ?
The Minmister Im I Justice : Police salariv,

have nothing to do with, the Public Ser~iee
Commissioner.

Hion. Sir JAMES MIITCH[ELL: They
have sonmeth inrg to do wvith us and that is
suficiient for rue. A salary of £550 as com-
pared with a salary of £1i,000O shows a hig
difference, and ill[ the other ofilials in lth-
force have to rwnk below thle salarv of t',.
Chief Tnspector.

Th le Mi1nister for it.ustive : I assure voul
that the occ'.ulpant cit tire pos.itionl is draw-
ilig the samet salar , that his predevessir'
receeived. 'file liflerenee i, made up !,y
allowances.

lHon. Sir JAIMES MITCHELL: I assure
the Minister that it is not so on the Esti-
maites. I underqtand that the present oecu-
pant of the post is merely acting~ in that
capacity.

The Minister for Justice: Ile will get the
amln remneration a-s the previous oren-

p~ant. In addition to his salary h- gets air
allowonce of £72 a year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We can
onl] d el wifli the Estimates as they are
printed. A chief inspector reaches his posi-
Lion after many years of service. When we
compare the salary paid to this official with
the salaries enjoyed by other officers, we
cannot say that it is a magnificent remunera-
tion. The other inspectors must have their
salaries based on that of the chief inspector.

The Minister for Justice: They all re-
ceive allowances. That is the worst of th'-
police force. You cannot tell what a police-
loan 1s carnint Members uised] to think n
policeman received only 10s. a (lay, bilt with
all the allowances he gets, such as for food,
clothing, lodging, etc., we find that he re-
ceives up to ifis. a day.

H-on. Sir JAMEPS KITCHELT: They,
must have uniforms. They are scat-
tered about all over the State where the
conditions var -y, and naturally they must
receive allowances. The force is an excel-
lent one and doing wonderfully good' service.
I should not like to be on point duty in
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Perth. It I were a magistrate dealing with
cases that were brought before me 1 should
make the penalty pretty stiff in the case of
those who transgressed the traffic law when
there were no policemen about. Although
the tines do seem heavy, I dv think that when
people drive too quickly, merely because they
are not in the presence of the police, they
should be severely dealt with.

The Minister for Justice: It is seldom an
accident happens when the traffic is being
regulated.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: People
.,hould be severely punished when they drive
furiously when out of sight of th~e police.
All men are apt to drive quickly wheu
they are late for dinner, or there is
some other apparently important reason.
I think Mr. Angwin was once fined for
passing on the wrong side of a lamp
post. There is nothing in the Estimates to
which I can object. It is merely a matter
of the police being allowed to carry out
their duties in every direction without inter-
ference. I hope that will be the case for the
future.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[7.48]; On these Estimates we are dealing
chiefly with wages and salaries, and there is
not much we can discuss. I have been read-
ing through the report of the Commissioner
of Police, who makes a number of sugges-
tions for the information of the Minister. He
says:

In my opinion the section of the Traffic
Act dealIing with the punishment of drunken
drivers requi'-s amending. It should be corn-
puilsory for the court, on conviction, to dis-
qualify such a person for life from holding
a driver's license.

The Minister for Justice: If the hon.
member had to put up with all the requests
that I receive from people for remissions of
penalties, he would find himself a busy man.
I do not take much notice of themt

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not ettacking
the Minister, but I merely wish to know
whether the report of the Commissioner car-
ries any weight with him.

The Minister for Justice: Of course it
does.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Commissioner
goes on to say-

Tn regaird to the dangerous driver, more
particularly the ''road hog.'' he is almost asgreat a menace to the safety of the public a
a drunken driver.

The Commissioner realises the danger of
this elans of driver. Anyone who takes
liquor or is likely to drink more than is
good for him should not attempt to take
charge of a motor car. Something should
he done in this matter. The Commissionsr
goes on to say:

The court should have power when an of-
fender of this description is convicted to dis-
qualify him for life from driving a motor
vehicle.

The Commissioner, with his experience, must
realise the seriousness of the position when
he makes a recommendation of this nature.
He is not putting up these things for pas-
time, or for the good of his health. I do
not believe he would dream of putting up
anything so drastic as that for embodiment
in an Act of Parliament. I believe the Com-
missioner has said these things in his report
to direct the attention of ibe Minister aid
the Government to these matters. His ob-
ject is to cause some power to be given to
those administering the law to overcome
these difficulties, so that any steps that might
be taken would be taken at the wish of Par-
liament itself.

Mr. Sleeman: He may change his mind.

Hon. G.. TAYLOR: I do not think the
Commissioner would like to see anything
like this embodied in a Bill. His remarks
are designed to draw the attention of the
Minister to the enormity of the situation.
He goes on to say-

I am of opinion that when it can be shown
to the court that a person has caused an acci-
dent through losing confrol of the vehicle from
the causes I have set out, he or she should
be disqualified for life from obtaining a
license.

One could hardly think that the Commis-
slionor would advocate in cold blood such
harsh treatment unless it were a case of
desperate remedies being required for des-
perate diseases. I am sure his desire is to
direct tbq attention of the 'Minister to the
matters under reviewv. I do not know
whether 'Js remarks will have that effect.
I know the Commissioner, and when I read
these rermtrks in the report I was amazed.
I have hal many conversations with him
about matters affecting my district, and T
have always found him to be a most
rational man, anxious to oblige, and who al-
ways looks at things through wide speetacles
It makes one think there must he some
necessity for tightening up our laws in this
reapeet.
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The )Minister for Justice: It is a condei-
ntationi of itiose people who are inclined to
transg-ress.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Such people do not
read the Comnmissioner's report. If they did
readl it, aul realised that these points had
not been erni hasised by the M1inister cont-
trolling the departnent, and that Parlia-
nient had taken no heed of them, the advice
would never selvee as a deterrent to them.
We ought to take some heed of these thing.
If we are of opinion that thiese words are
written witheut rhyme or reason, then we
cannot expee; otaier people to pay ich
attention to tm in. I sugg est tine Minister
should have a conference with the Commis . -
sioner of Police if he thinks he has written
this report witliut justification. I sin sat-
isfied that lie his had strong justification
for his remarks.

Ai!r. Panton: You have only to read the
papers to see that.

The Minister for Justice: The courts are
inflicting stiff penalties upon offenders.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: And they should do
so. I amn pleased that the Commissioner
has made this reference. Members of his
staff read this report. If they think no heed
is paid to it they will say, "What is the use
of disturbing ourselves. Here is a man we
ought to arrest, but if we do take him up
he will only be fined a few shillings."

The Minister Ior Justice: More like £20.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If they think that
Parliament takes no heed of these state-
mlents, or of the ad vice that is given hy the
Commissioner to the Government, this must
have a bad effect upon the force. On the
other hand, if the advice of the Commis-
sioner is followed, his staff must say there is
some semblance of enthusiasm in Parlia-
ment in the direction Of Protecting the pub-
lie from these road hogs. This would have
a stimulating effect upon the force, and
would also tend to retard the activities of
those who come within the definition given
hy the Commissioner. I am grateful to the
Commissioner for giving us this informa-
tion, and for cmlphasising it as strongly as
he has done. If we wish to have a good
and efficient police force, we must have a
contented one. We must have a force that
realises that those who are administering the
affairs of the country and making its law9
are standing behind them when the time
comes for them to see flt those laws are
observed. They must feel that the Government

are standinh; behind themn in the executic:
(if their duty. The only way we canl have
contented force is by showing that our syc
palthies are with it. I am sure members
the police .2orce miust feel wve have not mu(
sympathy for them whcjmi they find that v
aire leaving legislation which affects then,
mnuc, at the bottom of the Notice Pape
Thne Police Act Amendment Bill hia bet
left at the bottom of the Notice Paper clo;
to tine Dog Act Amendment Bill.

'lie Preier: You cannot discus that.
lIon. 0. TA YLOR: The Premier cannh

give instructions to the Chair.
.. r. Sleemnan : You know thle ('0om1n1i

sinner does not want it. He has changed Ih
mind within 12 months.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon. men
bers must not interject.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the Governmei
are anxious to give the Commissioner thin
which he does aot want, and have a burnir
desire to withhold from him what he do
want, as set out in his report, 1 do not kno
where lie will find himself.

Mr. Sleeman: He may change his mir
about that later.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I know I cannot di
cuss that measure, hut I also know I sha
not have sny opportunity to discuss it.

The Priamier: You would not have a coi
tented force if its members were not pe
initted to form an association. I do mi
knowv anyone who has caused so much di
content in the force as yul; have.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not know that
have done so.

The Premier: Oh, no! You chased thei
out of your office -when they wanted pe
miission to form a uinion.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I did not chase the
out.

The Premier: This is a very belate
championship of the police force.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: The change of fror
the Premier is trying to accuse me of
nothing like his on the question of unen
ployrnent.

The Premier: Is that sot
The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members Thus

keep order.
H~on. G. TAYLOR: Did not the Premi(

lock the di ors fI) keep them out~
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Han. G. TAYLOR: Will you kep'j. lb

Premier in his place, Mr. Chairman?
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must keep order.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am keeping order,
but you allow the Premier to interject, and
there is not a word from the Ch-iir. I am
not going to be bluffed by the Premier.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
lion. G. TAYLOR : I will call the hon.

gentleman's bluff. Let him not think he is
going to give ins4tructions as to how the
business of this Committee iH to be con-
ducted:

The CHAIRMAN: Ron. miembers must
keep order and cease from interjcting.

lion. G. TAYLOR.: 1 say we shall not
have a contented force unless we give those
concerned some consideration. The Govern-
ment have not given them the consideration
that Parliament desires they should get.
Parliament desires these men to be treated
as they ought to be, and Parliament also
desires that their wishes should be met.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I will ask
the hon. member not to deal with that sub-
ject.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have got in that
much, anyhow.

The Minister for Lands: The bon. mem-
ber must not reflect on the Chair.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I ain not reflecting
on the Chair.

The Minister for Lands: You ire treat-
ing the Chair with contempt.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not treating
the Chair -with contempt. If Ministers
were as courteous to the Chair as I are,
we would get on better. I amn pleased to
observe that the Estimates contain pro-
vision for increases. I would like to know
wvhat is the salary provided for the last
appointee to the position of inspector in
the CT.D I do not see the item on the
Estimates. The appointment is one on
which I heartily congratulate the Minister.
I have known the promoted officer for many
years. He is a most capable man. What-
ever the salary attaching to the position
may be, I know the man appointed is
worthy of it. Let me add that those who
preceded him in the position were also
highly capable men. The police force is a
credit to the State, and I hope that what-
ever this Parliament may decide, it will not
do anything unfair to the officials of the
Police Department. On the other hand, I
trust there wvill he an opportunity for Par-

liament to do something to create a better
feeling among the members of the police
force.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.3] : Western
Australia has a fine record in respect of
its police. I doubt whether in any part of
the world a more painstaking or more cap-
able set of police officers is to be found.
Our force sets a great example in the con-
duet of traffic and in the discharge of police
duties generally. Motorists are frequently
criticised, and undoubtedly in some cases
with ample justification: but it is remark-
able that in connection with road traffic
horse-driven vehicles eslapue criticism al-
most entirely. Yet if at night we go through
the subur-ban and the outer suburban dis-
tricts, to say nothing of the country, we
find many horse-driven vehicles provided
with merely a hurricane lamp hung mid-
way between the two wheels. The result is
that other users of the road are in doubt,
until they reach the vicinity of the horse-
drawna vehicle, whether..it is going or com-
ing. In that matter need and opportunity
for action exist. The same remark may be
made of wandering stock, which are a
great danger to road us~rs. I do not say
this in any spirit of carping criticism; but
while we hear so much of lack of considera-
tion on the part of motorists, we seldom
if ever hear anything of the same sort about
drivers of horse-driven vehicles, which awe
often more dangerous than motors, and fre-
q~uently do not carry a light at all. As to
mnotor traffic and motor drivers, if any
suggestion can be made it is that there
should be a stricter examination prior to the
issue of a license. No one could object to
the examination being made a strict one.

The Minister for Justice: It is not the
new driver generally who gets into tronble,
but the experienced dIriver, who takes
risks.

Mr. SAMPSON: The new driver, be-
cause of the fact that he or she is not used
to the vehicle, will occasionally lose his or
her nerve and push his or her foot on the
accelerator when it should be on the clutch
or the brake.

The Minister for Justice: The new driver
is more careful.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister is a care-
ful driver of long standing; and he knows
it to be a fact that when one has driven a
motor for a while; one does what is neces-
sary almost by instinct, use haiving become
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second nature. Personally I do not want
to meet a new driver when I am in a tight
orner. I think the examination should be
made stricter than it is to-day. I know
of cases where a license has been issued
when, in my opinion, the party was not
qualified to take a car out on the road. A
tribute may properly be paid to the co-
operation which is affordJed by the Royal
Automobile Club of Western Australia.
The club is doing splendid work in sign-
posting the roads, and also in inculcating
a spirit of regard for the road rights of
others. The club, with nearly 6,000 muem-
hers, is doing great service in this State;
and here, in eontradistincticn to the posi-
tion in South Australia, the pollee force
work in close unison with the club. There
is a thoroughly cordial feeling between the
dlub and the police, and the results are to
the advantage of all concerned. I hope the
dlub's work will be continued and extended.

MR. MANN (Perth) (8,11J: 1 naturally
take n great interest in the Police Estimates,
because for nearly quarter of century 1 was
in the service of the department; and there-
fore know the difficulties with which memn-
bers of the force have to contend. Police
officials have many masters besides their
impmediate chiefs and inspectors. They have
the public to serve, of course; and anything
that disagrees with public taste is usually
brought before members of Parliament, anl
through them before the 'Minister. There-
fore the taic of the polic is by no meas
an easy one. The member for East Perth
(Mr. Kenneally), speaking recently of the
police, said it was time the people realised
that the police were just ordinary Govern-
mient servants. I interjected that they were
a good deal more than that; and so they arc.
In former times a police officer was merely
a keeper of the peace. Nowadays the police
have to undertake a hundred and one other
duties. Wor instance, in the city, besides
maintaining the peace and keeping the city
free fromn crime, they administer the Traffic
Act in all its phases, the liquor laws;* and
the Weights and Measures Act, besides other
legislation;, and, in addition, they render first
aid in -cases of accident. After serving in
the city for some years, at police officer may
be transferred to the country, where, besi&'.9
performing police duties, he has to collect
statistics, set es Clerk of Courts, register
births, deaths and marriages, and attend te
road board regulations. The police have to

be a little above the ordinary individual U

carry out all those varvied services. I thiul
we can look with satisfaction and pleasurt
upon the work done by the Western Aus.
tralian police force. Very rarely do v7(
hear of any action by a police officer thal
is not a credit to the service. A passagt
in the report of the Commissioner of Polic
to which I desire to refer is that where he
draws attention to appendix "G," which
shows that lst year 71 persons were killed
and 624 injured in street accidents, while
in 1925-26 the respective figures Yere 5S
killed and 519 injured. The increase is
large, and I am sure the Minister realises
that also. It is just a question of what is
best to hie done to reduce. the number of
deaths, mostly caused by motor accidents,
and the number of the injured. I consider it
necessary to tighten UiP the issuing of motor
licenses, and I agree, with the Minisler"P
remark that the temperament and disposi-
tion of the applicant will have to be corn-
sidered just as well as his ability to drive
a car in and out of a gate by way of test.
Excellent work has been performed by the
women police, work that is little heard of.
The Minister would he wcll advised to dis.
cuss with the Commissioner the necessity for
increasing, their number.

The Minister for Justice: I have already
done so andi I am very favourably inclined
to the suggestion.

Mr. MANN: I amn pleased to hecar that.
The Minister for Justice: They are doing

ve-ry fine work.

MNr. MIANN: A few weeks ago a neigh-
bour asked my wife to go to a houise close
by and see what was happening there. Mrs.
Mann found that the wife wag ill with tuber--
culosis, the husband was intoxicated and
there were three little children without any-
one to care for them. They did not knowt
to whom. to turn for assistance and when
my wife spoke to sme about it, I rang uip
the women police and Mrs. Dugdile visited6
the home. She did all that was necessary.
She called in a doctor to attend to the sick
woman for a couple of days and got hold
of the hitsband and secured his areroent
to support his, children in a home to which
she took the children. She had the woman
admitted to the Perth HoVital for a week,
after which shie was takes) to the Wooroloc
Sanatorium. Few people realise that that
is part of the work of the women police,
Another instance that I know of was one
in which a widow died, leaving five girls
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The eldest had to take charge of the other
four and one of the latter commenced to give
trouble. The eldest girl -went to the women
police about it, and Mrs. Duigdale took the
offending girl to her own home and kept her
there for a week or two in order to ascertain
whether there was any viciousness in the,
girl'.s character, or whether she could be pro-
perly controlled] and weaned away from her
eonzpanion.c. Looking down the list of work
perf ormed by the women, police for the past
yoar, and realising how muchl is en-
tiled in the tasks set out there,
T think the Minister would he wvell
advised to double the mnn er of women
police and to have 10 women engaged in
that work. In the list 1 find that III
women were cautioned for drinking and
neglecting their homes and children, 67
girls and women were assisted, 22 girls and
women placed in homes, 231 girls and women
taken to hospitals, 13 situations found for
girls and women, three cases of first aid
rendered, 31 women and girls located, 20
children provided with temporary homes,
13 children removed frorn immoral sur-
roundings, 16 abaconders located, three lost
children found, five wvomen reconciled] to
their homes, audl so on. That is Jolly fine
work on the social aid1] of our Tires, and
it Is wvork that could very well he extended.
T am indeed pleased to know that the Min-
ister has already discuissed with the tom-
missioner the question of increasing- the
,lmber of women police, In reply to the
Deader of the Opposition, the M1inister said
hbat the present Chief Inspector was, dra-
ng the -;,lie salary as his predecessors. T
tecept that statement, but there is at point
hat I would like to bring before the Min-
ster's notice. There may be a technicality
hat prevents that officer receiving the full
tmonnt of salary because he is acting as
Thief Inspector and has not been appointed
o the full position. The point I desire to
niention is that when that officer is retired,
iis retiring allowance -will be calculated on
he- salary he will be drawing at the time,
nd allowances will not he taken into eon-
ideration at all. That means to say that
is allowance will be based on £5.50 and not
n £622, and that will make a considerable
ifference to him. T believe the Minister
iill overcome that difficulty if it is at all
oss-ible. Speaking as an A1d officer, I want
o congratulate the Minister on the finn
rip he has of his departmental work. He
as other large departmente under his con-

trol lbut 1 have been placed in a position
of being able to appreciate the Minister's
effective control and grip of the Police De-
partment. On several occasions I have had
to go to him with grievances and I found
he knew just as much of the position as 'L
did, if not mnore. I take this opportunity
of expressing my appreciation of his atti-
I ode.'

MR, SLEEXAN (Fremantle} [8.21]:t
I wish to refer to the lack of ears for the
police in Fremuantle to enable themn to carry
out their duties;. I believe the matter has
reveived some attention and that efforts are
in he mnade to provide cars or motor cycles.
Front time to time we have had the spec-
ladle of police offlcers endeavouring; to chase
..pced hogs, hut the police vehicles have been
whiolly inadequate for the work.

Thle YMister for Justice: That matter
has been dealt with.

Mr. M~ann: The Commissioner deals with
that in his report.

Mr. Davy: When they do catch an
offender, it is generally the wrong one.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is certain they are
not likely to catch the proper culprit in the
cars at their disposal now. In his report
the Commissioner of Police points out that
drunken drivers and others who commit
serious offences against the traffic regula-
tions should be disqualified for life from
driving mnotor vehticles. It is necessary to
catch an offender before hie can he con-
ricted, nnd there are quite a number of
these speed hogs who ba.%e yet to be caught.
At Fremantle there are manny 'of these of-
fenders to be seen1 particularly around the
main streets. T frequently lproceed along
Queen Victoria-street and it is a regular
thing there to see motoristsi speeding along
at between 40 and 50 miles an hour. Un-
loss the police are provided with fast cars,
there is little chance of their dealing with
this menace. I believe motor cycles are
worse than motor ears, and it is no good
sending an officer in an obsolete vehicle to
attempt to cope with either The officers
of the Traffic Branch who are located in
rremantle are housed in premises that are
altogether unsuitable and inadequate. I be-
lieve the inspector of weights and measures
also requires accommodation end I suggest
to the Minister that there are buildings at
Frenmantle that could be purchased at a re-
sonable price and provision made so that
all the Qovernment departments requiring
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accommodation could be housed together.
These include the Traffic Department,
Weights and Measures Department, and
the Water Supply Department, while there
may be others a well. I notice the follow-
ing reference in the annual report of the
Commisioner of Police:-

Tlhe time is fast drawing near 'when at peak
periods of traffic the present practice of per-
mitting vehicles to nit-ko right-hand turns out
of one street to another 'will have to cease at
certain points in Perth and Fremantle, as well
AS vehicles reversibg the direction in which
they are proceeding in certain busy streets.

That is what the Comiiiioner sets out in
his report, yet we have the spectacle of an-
other Government officer compelling vehicles
to take a direct right-hand turn out of
Adelaide-street into Queen-street. It is
peculiar that the Conmmis4eoner of Police
can hold those opinions and include that
extract in his report; yet an official can act
directly in opposition to his recommenda-
tions.

Mr. Mann: That has been rectified.
Mr. SLEEMAKN: No, it has not and it

is not likely to be rectified if what I hear
is true. There are people who have been
soured against the taxi drivers, and are not
prepared to give them a fair deal.

Mr. Davy: What about Howard-street?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am simply discuss-
ing the report of the Commissioner and the
attitude taken up by one of his inspectors
in compelling- motors to d.3 just what the
Commissioner says should not be allowed.
The position is farcical. This should not
be regarded lightly, and equal treatment
should be meted out to Fremantle and Perth.

The 'Minister for Justice: We treat themn
alike. When that is the practice in Perth,
we will do it in Fremnantle too.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope that will he
soon. I trust the Minister will give con-
sideration to the suggestion I make regard-
ing the housing of departments in Fro-
mantle.

MR. MARSHEAL (Murchison) 18.291: I
am pleased to pay a tribute to the efficient
work performed by the police force during
the past few ye~ra. Probably that may be
due to the fact that the head of the depart-
ment is rather efficient in the way he con-
trols his subordinate officers. We can with
iome pride review all sections of the aetivi -

ties of the Police Department. On many
occasions I have been compelled to approach

the Commissioner for small concessions an
to appeal to him to give consideration I
certain requests, and I have always foun
him to be very considerate and usually ver
broad in his outlook. While I proposet
criticise a paragraph in his latest annual ri
port, I want it to be understood that I d
so more with a view to assisting the Comniis
sioner than with the object of cinarrassun
hiim. I sometimes wonder that we have s
high a degree of efficiency in the forc4
for it is wvell known that -a larg
number of members of the force hay
a grievance against the procedure adopts
in respect of promotions. Speaking her
a few weeks ago, I called attcntio:
to the fac t that two first-class ser
geants, qualified for inspeetorships, had bee:
refused promotion-hn one ease for te
years. Ultimately that officer was promote.
to the position that he should have got ta
years before. The Minister by interjectioi
informed inc that the reason why that office
had not been promoted earlier was that n
vacancies had occurred. Where the Miniate
got his information from, I do not know, bua
T do know that -whilst those two officers wer
awaiting promotion, five junior officers wer
promoted over their heads. If the Commis
.voner is right in declaring that efficiene'
is the chief factor in" qualification foi
promotion, then the two sergeants o'
whom If speak should have been pro
mnoted ycars ago. I should like the M-ini
later, when replying, to tell us why the per
4onnel of the promotional board Las besi
altered. Until recently the hoard consisteL
of the Commissioner and all the inspector
stationed from Geraldton southward. Pa
some reason unknown to me, the jersonne
of the board has been altered quite re
cently, and it now consists of the Commnis
sioneL', acting Chief Inspector Sellenger, an(
Inspector O'Halloran. T have no persona
errudge against Any of those officers, of whon
r know only the Commissioner. I have thi
greatest respect for every officer 'in thi
f~orce from the Commisioner downwards
All of them have rendered great service t(
the State, and it is up to members of Par.
liament to appreciate it. But I should liki
to know from the Minister why the personne
of the board has 'been altered just nl. a tima
when there is considerable agitation in thi
force over this veryv question of prormotion. T:
is unfair that Inspector O'Halloran shoulk
have been appointed to the hoard. Not thai
he is anything but a positively good officer:
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but for the past six years he has not been in
close nbsociation with other members of the
force. He has been delegated to a~ post in
which he assists in the control of the liquor
truffie, and so he comes in contact with other
members of the force only in the course of
prosecutions for breaches of the licensing
law. In at[ probability there are in the force
to-day officers whom he does not know at all .
Again, acting Chief Inspector Sellenger an-
other member of the hoard, is due for retire-
ment almost immediately. That being so,'
probably be is a little indifferent as to what
part he may play on the promotional board.
I do not suggest that he would act dishon-
estly. But he must retire in the near future,
or submit to the findings of the other mem-
bers of the board. I should like ths Minister
to explain why it is the personnel of the
promnotional board has been so significantly
altered. The Cominisionier in his latest re-
port has this to say on the subject of pro-
]notion:-

The names of candidates passing the exam-
inations are registered, and a board consisting
of the Commissioner, the Chief Inspector and
a first-class inspector, sit as required and select
in order of inerit members of the force wrho,
in their opinion, should be promoted, and in
making their recommendations take into ac-
count that efficiency must be the first con-
sidcration. It may be here stated that the
examination above mentioned is solely a quali-
fying one, and it cannot be taken for granted
that the pas.sing of the same gives one the
right to promotion. There are other factors
to he considered, namnely, sobriety, personality,
force of character, sound judgment and capac-
ity for taking initiation, zeal, tact, and readi-
nkess to submit to constituted authority.

I take exception to the last line.

The Minister for .Justice: Then you arc a
rebel.

Mr, MARSHALL: Not exactly. I know
the Minister himself has a great dislike
to those words. I do not believe the board
would he as drastic as those words might
s eem to indicate. The Minister ought to
agree to the appointment of an independent
promotional board.

The Minister for Justice: You said just
now that Tnspector O'Halloran knows no.
thing about the force. I-Tow much would an
independent board know!

Mr. MARSHALL: Such a board woul3
act solely on the evidence submitted, where-
as Inspector O'Halloran might be influenced
by the feeling that the other two officer;
know more about the force than he does,
An independent tribunal -would not be

[66]

amenable to any influence or swayed by
anything but the evidence submitted to them,
whereas Inspector O'Halloran, having been
.egregated for so long, might be prepared
to fall in with the views of his colleagues.
Coming to the recent promotion in the Crim-
inal Investigation Dtpartment, I under-
stand that Inspector Purdue-a total
stranger to me--is a very efficient and able
officer. C have nothing derogatory to say
of him. Having observed his very able work
in rece(nt criminal cases, I would not dare
to say he is not deserving of promotion, hut
wve must not lose sight of the fact that there
are probably other officers equally efficient
and as much deserving of promotion if good
fortune had favoured them as it has fav-
oured Inspector Purdue. Although that ap-
pointinent lies been made and has appealed
to the general public as being a wise one,
it does not follow that other ofticers, given
the same opportunity, could not have filled
the position just as efficiently.

Mr. Sampson:- That is a half-hearted sort
of blessing.

Mr. MTARSHALL: I am not concerned
about the man who is promoted, but I am
concerned about men who have not been
treated fairly. An officer may render the
State good service in any capacity, but an-
other officer may get all the spectacular
work and be constantly in the public eye,
and. it would be easy to permit an injustice
to be done to the other man. I am con-
vinced that a strict investigation into the
whole of the ramifications of the police force
would do no harm, and I hope that the time
is not far distant when an investigation will
be made. T wish to refer to Sergeant
O'Halloran, stationed at Mlidland Junction,
and to speak chiefly of his work as bailiff
for the Midland Junction district. I am not
concerned whether he is getting more than
he is entitled to, hut I am concerned about
the fees charged to people in the Gingin,
Mundaring, Wooroloo, and other districts
where local constables are stationed. Pro-
cesses are served in those districts by Ser-
geant Johnson, and the people have to pay
not only the service fee but at charge of
]s. a mile, and they are often people who
can ill-afford it. That is due to the Midland
officer having the right to do this work out-
side, his own district. It is not fair to the
people. I have no axe to grind, but I ob-
ject to unnecessary impositions; being made
that people can ill-afford to bear. The
Minister should give the constables stationed
in those districts the right to serve such
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processes. It could be done at less expense
than by concentrating the work at idland
Junction. I compliment the traffic section
of the police on -the able manner in which
they are handling the traffic. In saying that
I do not wish it to be inferred that all that
is desired has been accomplished, but with
the limited means at their disposal, especi-
ally the limited number of officers allowed
Inspector Hunter, the efficiency of his work
commands respect. The Minister can cheek
me if I am -wrong, -but I believe that the
revenue collected by way of fines and other
icidentals almost covers the cost of admin-

istration.
Mr. Mann: Do the fines go into Consoli-

dated Revenue?
Mr. MARSHALL: Yes.
Mr. Mann: They must amount to a larg

SUMi
Mr. MKLRSHALL: It must be dishearten-.

ing to the traffic officials when they catch
t., wan under the influence of liquor driving
a motor car and he is fined - only two or
three pounds.

The Minister for Justice: Much more than
that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Only a couple of days
ago the "Daily News" recorded two eases
against men charged with having, whilst
under the influence of liquor, driven motor
cars. Qac of them was fined £3 and the
other £30.

Mr. Mann: Were the cases heard by the
same mnagistrate I

Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot say. It is
remarkable that there should be such a big
discrepancy between the penalties imposed
for similar offences. If there was not some
geod reason for inflicting the small fine, it
is little wonder that the police become Is-
heartened.

The Minister for Justice: They are not
disheartened.

Mr. MAR SHALL: They are doing good
work, but the two "Matchless" motor cycles
they possess are inadequate to cope -with the
work.

The Minister for Justice: We are giving
them two more motor cycles.

Mr. MAR SHALL: Probably the Govern-
ment are doing their best for the depart-
ment, but when the department is paying
its own way, the officials deserve a little
more consideration. When we consider the
great toll that motor traffic exacts from the
community in the shape of death end injury,
the Minister should not hesitate to give Ti-
spector Hunter something approaching re -

quisite equipment for the protection of
the public. Only a couple of evenings
ago a wild and woolly would-be motor
cyclist, toggle-eyed, having his hair blowing
back and with other disfigurements about
his earcase to make him look more ferocious,
essayed to escape from the police at Ned-
lands and finis~hed up by colliding with a
motor car and breaking his leg. It is a pity
that his leg was not broken above his shoul-
der .

Mr. Mann: Do not be too hard.
Mr. MARSHALL: I have no sympathy

ior such a man. Every member in moving
about the city must observe breaches of the
Act being committed daily, but it is impos-
sible for Inspector Hunter with his limited
m~aff and equipment to obtain absolute effit-,
iuncy. All things considered, he is doing-
good work, and I hope he will be encouraged-
by receiving favourable consideration from.
the Minister.

The Minister for Justice: We are provid-
ing two extra motor cycles and a new motr
ear.

The Premier: A brand-new ear.
MNr. MAURSHALL: Let me conclude hy,

complimenting the Commissioner of Police
sond every man in the service on the effic-
iency of the work.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [8.55]: I note,
in the report of the Commissioner of Police
thant a serious number of pedestrians have
been killed in the streets during the past
year, quite apart from fatalities to people
riding in motor vehicles. I am not one of
those -who think that pedestrians have no,
rights on the road. It is difficult for 119

to hold the balance between motorists and
pedestrians because sometimes we are of the
mtotorists and sometimes of the pedestrians,
rord the point of view tends to change ac-
cc.rding to whether we are riding in a motor
cax or attempting to escape from one.

Hon. G. Taylor: You are about right
there.

Mr. DAVFY: I suggest the time will come
vnhen pedestrians should regard themselves
as having some responsibility for their own
safety when they are walking on roads.
Wh7'en they arc on the footpath they ara
within their own limits where wheeled
traffic. has no right to go.

The Minister for Justice: So long as they
keep to the left.

Mr. DAVY: Most pedestrians, even sen-
sile persons, and sometimes myself,'tend to
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wander about the roads as if they were ab-
solutely immune from the attacks of motors.

The Premier: And but for careful drivers
there would be double the number of acci-
de-nts. Drivers often save pedestrians front
themselves.

Mr. DAVY: In France the People are AL
little more callous than we are. Perhaps
they ore too callous, but they are very prac-
tical, although we have always been taught
to regard the Frenchman as a sentimental
kind of bloke, whereas in fact he is an in-
tensely practical person. Since before the
war, it has been the practice in France for
a pedestrian who gets run over to be arrested
and fined.

The Premier: That is a fact-fined for
obstructing the traffic.

Mr. 1)AVY: I am not suggesting that we
should follow that example, but we shouldl
ordeavour to strike the happy medium and
make it a recognised rule that people who
walk on the roads should walk only in cer-
tan places. If they walk in other places, they
sbould be guilty of a traffic offence. If peo-
pie desire to cross St. George's-terrace they
should cross at a specified place.

TDie Premier: They will not go straight
atrossn They go at a great long angle.

Mr. DAVY: They do not content themn-
selves with walking at an angle; they go
zigza, in circles and often hesitatingly---

Mr. North: Or backwards.

Mr. DAVY: Or anyway they like. I s-
g'*st that the running down of pedestrians on
the roadway is entirely and absolutely uin-
recessary and can be prevented by the pedes-
trians themselves. Of course it is the duty
of persons driving motor ears to look out
for people on the road. It seems
to me there is a certain degree of
responsibility resting on the people to look
after themselves and to be reasonable in
their use of the road. Pedestrians dome-
times mnake sudden movements. After all
a human being on foot cannot get out of
the way very quickly, though he can get in
the way uceh too quickly. I commend to
the Minister the suggestion that legislation
should he brought down to east upon
pedestrians using the roadway a certain
amount of responsibility for their own
safety. I wish to refer also to another
question. At present if a person is prose-
cuted for a traffic offence and succeeds in
hip- defence ho has to pay his own costs.
That is entirely unjust.

The Minister for Justice: That is so in
cnnection with many law eases.

Mr. DAVY: It is nevertheless unjust. It
is constantly happening, in my limited ex-
perience, that the person charged with an
offence will plead gumilty in order to avoid
the cost of having himself defended,
although he may be certain to succeed with
his defence. That is neither just nor
proper. Most people, however able they
may be, unless they happen to be members;
of Parliament or involved in talking for a
living in some way or other, are not com-
petent to go into the police court and de-
fend themselves.

Eon. 0. Taylor: Thea a, lawyer in Parlia-
meat has two chances to one against other
members.

Mr. DAVY:- Some members who are not
lawyers talk more than the lawyers. The
average educated and intelligent person,
faced with the necessity of defending him-
self in the police court, is placed at a great
disadvantage unless he is used to talking
on his feet. There is no question about
that.

Hon. G. Taylor: He would not do it if
he could avoid it.

Mr. DAVY:- If a man is charged with a
traffic offence, even though he is conscious
of his own innocence, it will niot pay him
to defend the case, unless the charge be a
serious one. Particularly does this apply
to country people who may have to spend
two or three days in Perth in order to de-
fend themselves. The police, owing to the
fact that they are entirely immune froin
paying costs-I am not talking about the
individual policemen paying costs-are
much more careless in laying charges than
they ought to be. I know that on frequent
occasions they have made charges against
motorists when they had no possible chance
of succeeding if the defendants had been
properly defended. The cure for -this is
that costs might be awarded, at the discre-
tion of the magistrate, to the defendant if
he is successful in his defence. I can' See
no 'reason why a citizen, fighting the
State as a whole, should he in any less
advantageous position than when he is
fighting another citizen. Another extraord-
inary attitude has lately been adopted by
Ibe police -in launching prosecutions. When-
ever an accident occurs the police prosecute
both -parties to it, whether there is any
evidence that either party is negligent or
dithierwAiae.
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The Minister for Justice: I do not think
that is so.

Mr. DAVVY: I assert that it is so.
The 'Minister for Justice: -in some eases,

perhaps.
.Mr. PAVY: I say it is the practice: A

week or so ago 1 was called upon to de-
fend a lady who 'was involved in an acci-
dent due to a collision that occurred along
Rin's Park-road. I found that the other
party to the collision had also been prose-
cuted. Lucily, from the lady's point of
view, the other party to the collision was
first on the list of persons to he prosecuted.
The first witness called for the prosecution
against the other party was my client.
Then followed her witnesses, speaking it)
her favour, and then followed all the other
person's witnesses, speaking in his fatvour.
That case was concluded, and the magistrate
duly convicted the first offender. The case
of my client was then called on. The first
witness against her was the man who had
just been convicted. Then followed his
witnesses and] then Followed mny client's
witnesses. Members could hardly imagine
a more ridiculous situation. t is the duty
of the police on the evidence before theint
to make up their muinds as to which of the
two parties; in an accident is guiltj, oF
negligence.

The Premier: How dlid your client Zet
on 9

Mr. DAVY: She got off. She was home
and dried, because the other person had
bee~n eon rieted first.

The Premier:- Luel.ily so, it seems.
Mr. DAVY: Such an attitude on the part

of the police is positively Gilbertian. It is
the duty of the Crown. hefore undertaking
a prosecution for what is a quasi-criminal
offence, to make up their minds' that they
can prove the charge that they decide to
launch against a particular individual. It
is, not sufficient to say, "This person was in
the accident, and therefore, prima facic,
was guilty of negligence." That is a rid icu-
lons attitude to take up. Just about the
time when a man begins to think he can
drive his car and that he cannot hive an
accident because he is driving so carefully,
he encounters a lunatic, such as the man
who careered along Mount's Bay-road in a
zig-zag fashion and ran intto an innocent
person who was on the right side, of the road.
The, most careful man in the world cantnot
guarantee that others will not come into

collision with him. Hie does not know when
lie will meet some lunatic, or some persona
whose motor ear has suffered a mechanical
breakdown. For the police to take up the
attitude that if there is an accident both
parties lnuLt be prosecuted, is most unjust.
That is the policy at present, though I do
not know who laid it down.

Hon. G. Taylor: I suppose the Premier
did.

Mr. DAVY : It is important that the
Minister should inquire into this matter
and se that the practice is discontinued
In the interests of justice costs should he
awardable against the police in traffic, pro-
secuttions. When the City Couincil under-
took traffic prosecutions they conducted
many less than. are being conducted now.

Hon. G. Taylor: Because the law was not
so rigid then.

Mrs. DAVY: Because there were fewer
motor ears then, and because they did not
adopt the policy of prosecuting everyone
who becanme involved in an ancident. In
their Case, however, the costs, were awarded
to the suceessfnt. defendant, and rightly too.
The time has come when the idea that the
king can do no wrong should no longer
stand. The basis of any costs being given
against the police is the thousand-year-old]
idea that the king can do no -wrong. We
have got beyond that. When the State in-
volves citizens in expensive litigation, and
is proved to be wrong, I say the State should
bear the costs of that citizen.

THE MINSTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J1. 0. Willeock-Geraldton-in reply) [9.81:
While it mnay be thought that many of the
prosecutions arc undertaken frivolously, or
that prosecutions are launched for frivolous
offences, I should like the member for West
Perth to know that this is not the proced-
ure.' Many cases occur in the city where
.5ome slight carelessness is apparent on the
part of drivers, involving transgression of
some comparatively minor by-law. Tnstenrl
of those people being brought to court, they
are sent into I he general Traffic Office. They
are not tried, but are given an opportunity
to explain their action and are given fair
warning lest they should err again.

Mr. Davy: That is aL dreadful state of
affairs. That amounts to turning Inspector
Hunter into a kind of court. By Jove, that
is more outrageous than anything I have
complained of.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No-
thing of the kind! There are cases of trivial
offences that are of such a nature as not to
warrant a prosecaution. Very often people
who are not acquainted with the by-laws
leave their cars in the street for longer than
the time allowed. It is not fair to prosecute
persons who have come up from the country,
And who cannot be expected to know all the
by-laws of the city. They may have busi-
ness to do which may detain them longer
than they expected. The heavy hand of the
law may come down upon them, and if they
are taken to court they may be fined £C1.
Instead of that, they are brought to the
Traffic Office and warned.

Mr. Davy: It is not the job of the police
to lecture people.

The MEIiSTEIR YOR JUSTICE: 31em-
hers. would wax indignant if a country
constituent arrived in the city, and because
lie left his car standing in the street for 18
minutes "'as fined £1. Such a visitor would
not be used to the traffic laws9, and members
would say that it was a case of the law hav-
ing gone mad.

Mr, Davy: Suppose a person who wvag
summoned to the Traffic Office told the in-
spector to go to blazeq, what would happen I

The 'MINISTER FOiR JUSTl 'CE: He
would say, "You will go to blazes the next
time you commit an offence of that kind."

Mr. Davy: That would be the proper
answer to send an inspec-tor who called you
to his office. He has no right to do that.

The IMINTSTFJR FOR JUSTICE: Most
men would think that was only a common-
sense procedure. It is what is being done.
Apparently in the opinion of the hion. mem-
her it is the wrong procedure. T am of
opinion that it minimises the number of
offences that are committed. It means that
people are given an opportunity to learn
the by-laws. After one or two of these
trivial misdemeanours have been pointed
out to them, they recognise that they have
been fairly treated and will not transgress
in the future. They have had their warning
andi are satisfied to abide by the by-laws.

Mr. Davy: But the inspector tells the
people to call.

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE,: He
asks them to call. He would not wreak his
venigeance upon them if they did not call.
F know many people have expressed satis-
faction with that procedure.

lion. G. Taylor; It is a wise provision for
those who are unacquainted with the traffi
laws of the city.

The MIiSTER FOR JUSTICE: With
regard to the inspectors who are on the pro-
motion hoard, I would point out that they
were riomprised of those officers who were
south of Oeraldton. They met together
when the occasion demaid-d, and discussed
promotions. The greatest .grouch and cause
for dissatisfaction was' that the Coimmis-
sioner' himself took no practical responsi-
bility for promotions. The boa1rd repoin-
mended promotions to the Minister, and
willy nilly the chief administrator of the
Police Department had no say with r-espect
to them. They said he shelved his responsi-
bulity, hut that it was the job for the man
in supreme control of the force to have some
say in these matters. That. was the cause of
grave discontent and dissatisfaction. They
said the chief officer should be the man to
take the responsibility. I thought there was
a good deal in that objection, and the Com-
missioner, together with the two senior ofil-
cars of the servicep, now takes the responsi-
bility whenever promotion is made. That
s.ystem is giving greates' satisfaction.

Ttem-Weigh4 and Memsiires, Inspectors
£7-120:

Mr. MANN: Grave injustice is being done
to general -traders, especially small traders,
Y. pesn canvassing for the work of re-

pairig scales. The unfo~rtunate trader, ndot
being well informned, accepts what the can-
"asser tells 'him.

rrhe.Minister for Justice: All canvassers
muost now have licenses.

'Mr. MANN: Still, I can state to the Min-
ister concrete cases of fraud. Here is an
inLstance given mie by. 'one of the inspectors.
He told ine that he called on a lady keeping
a little shop in Murray-street and asked her
lad she had her scales testqd. She replied,
"Not vet; -the mnan who, does it is too busy,.
but he has seen me and told me the scales are.
out of order and the repairs will cost £:..

Tfhe inspector, incidentally, says there are,
numerous cases of this sort. Having heard
what the canvasser had said, the inspector
ticked. the lady to let hint have a look at the
scales and test them. Havingj tested them
io told her that there was nothing wrong

with them; that they were in perfect order.

The Minister for Justice: Those f acts
shAew that the inspector is doing his job.
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Air. MANN: I want the Minister to take
action against such people as that canvasser.
Frequently I have been rung up on the tele-
phone by traders who consider they are
bsing harshly treated because they have to
spend two or three pounds in getting mcales
put in order. A Leedervifle trader tel,-
phoned asking me what he should do in re-
glurd to his scales, and saying that a man
had been to see them and had told him they
would cost £2 to put in order.

The Minister for Justice: He could have
taken them to the police office and got there
1t sted.

Mr. MANN: All these people are not is
nvide awake as the Minister. I said to this
1.-ederville trader, "Take your scales to the
Police Department, and they will be tested
there for you." He did so, and was in-
formed that only a slight adjustment
was required, and that he could get it
done by a mechanic for perhaps half-a-
erown. The mechanic's charge was 2s. 6d.:
end as the police fee was 5s., the total cost
of testing and repairing was 7s. 6d., as
i'ainst £2 quoted by the canvasser. An-

other trader in the same street allowed a
canvasser to take the scales away, and the
total cost to him proved to be Z2 10s. 1
amt surprised that the Minister hass not heard
cf these mattexis

The Minister for Justice: I have heard
of them. We are only going to license men
who are perfectly honest. If we hear of a
licensed mechanic being guilty of such con-
dutct, he will not get his license renewed.

Mr. MANN: The Minister can get from
Inspector O'Halloran a long list of cases in
which prosecutions for fraud would lie. I
want to give the matter publicity through
the Press, with a view to stopping it.

The Minister for JTustice: That is highly
desirable.

Mr. MANlN: The small traders who are.
heing robbed cannot afford to be taken down.-
S-metimes they are told that their scales
are utterly useless and that the canvasser
will supply' another scale. F hope the Min-
ister will take steps, through the department,
to stop that kind of thing.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Lands, Immilgration, an't
fidt~ries, Hon. M. F. Troy, Minister.

Vote-Landt and Surveys, U75,350:

THE 2UNISTER FOR LANDS (Hion.
V. F. Troy-Mvt. Magnet) [9.21): The ra-
turd oif the Lands Department is one of
eontinuoiis progress. Very great interest
is being taken in land settlement, and ap-
plications for land are, unfortunately,
greater than the supply. During the year
ended on 30th June last, applications were,
approved under conditional alienation as fol-
Lws -- Conditional purchase, 387,715 acres;
conditional purchase under Agricultural
Lands Purcliai' Act, 39,644 acres; home-
stead farms, 76,003 acres; and grazing
leases, 1,673,676 acres. The total applica-
tions approved during the year number
Z,445, for an acreage of 2,177,638. The
Lead Board allocated 487 blocks, and the
total number of applicants dealt with by the
lboard wag~ 3,430. These facts are evidence
kit the great interest being taken in the set-
tlement of our lands.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There may be
'tnplications included in those figureq,
though.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are duplications, no doubt. The number 4)f
pow settlers for the year is 1,107. The
number of applicants appro~vd during the
year ended June 1926, and the acreage taken
up by them are both in excess of the figures
for the year 192N_25 by 170 applicants and
approximately half a million acres respec-
tively.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The land taken
kit, was principally light land, I suppose.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not all
light land. Applications for pastoral leases
were approved during the year for
10,709,963 acres, and the total area now held
tinder pastoral lease in Western Australia
is 229,970,629 acres. In the desire to meet
the great demand for land, particularly in
the wheat belt, the survey staff has been
increased, and the greater proportion of the
surveyors% is now being utilised in the elassi-
itation and survey of new country. At

present 52 surveyors are fully employed, ex.
elusive of four district surveyors who are
engaged in supervising the field work. Every
licensed surveyor able to carry out the ardu-
ous work of outback surveyin g is employed.
The number of surveyors working in the
field is 46. Of these 16 are engaged in sub-
divisional surveys, and seven in classification
surveys. Subdivisions are proceeding in the
following localities :-South of Southern
Cross and west of Manre! Loch, Lake King,
Newdegate, east of Grass Patch, east of
Ballidu, Lake Carmody, and Lake Hurle.
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stone. Classateation surveys are in progress
south of Southern Cross and east of the
ralbit-proof fence, east of Dalwallia,
Ravensthorpe, and Forrestania. The work
of both subdivision and classification is pro-
ceding with all possible despatch, and I
have assured the Surveyor General that I
wvill not stint him in regard to either men
or money for that important work. 1 want
the country opened up and classifications
made. The classifications must be made
before- the surveys are completed. The Sur-
veyor General has my instructions to put
the whole of the service at that work, and
I have undertaken to find him all the funds
needed for completing the work at the earli-
est possible date. During Mr. Angwin's
administration Mr. L. Bostoek was instructed
to inspect and report on Crown lands avail-
able within 121/2 miles of existing railways.
The country was inspected from Mullewa to
Albany, and eastward as far as Boddalia
on the Southern Cross line. The only
Crown lands not inspected within 12V/2 miles
of a railway were on the Yena and Ajana
lies, and north of the Geraldton-Mullewa
line. The land on the Merredin-Narembeen
railway, then in course of construction, was
also excluded from the inspection. Some
4,800,000 acres of Crown lands were in-
spected, all within I 21/2 miles of a railway
-the greater proportion being light lands.
These lands are open for selection, and the
Agricultural Hank is assisting on the basis
of 50-5 in their development, the bank in-
sisting that the farmer shall have a mini-
mumn of 2,000 acres. Since the inspection
there have been 1,238,000 acres of land taken
up, and to the 1st of the current month
689,000 acres have been applied for, making
a total of 1,927,000 acres.

Mr. Griffiths: Nearly half the entire area.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I

saw some of the crops grown on this light
country, not only this year, but last year
and in previous years; and I was very much
struck with the crops I saw in the Wongan
Hills district this season. It can be main-
tained, I consider, that the use of light
lands has been encouraged by the experi-
ments conducted at the Wongan Hills farm.
The results there have been so satisfactory
up to date that large numbers of persons
have been encouraged to take up light coun-
try. I do not want people to believe that
they can make a living on light land, sand-
p~lain country, unless they have large acre-
ages and carry sheep. The experiments are
not yet conclusive. None of us knows how
long the light land will stand cropping.

So far, however, the experiments have been,
as I say, satisfactory. Still, it is too early
yet to say what the light lands are capable
of doing. When I speak of light lands ].

do not mean scrub lands or lands with a
dlay subsoil, hut sandlplain country only. If
people take up these lands, they should not
take them up for cropping solely, but to
carry sheep) and to crop once in three years.
building up the land in the process. Under
those conditions the light lands will, I be-
lieve, establish themselves as sound proposi-
tions. So far from the good results obtained
being conclusive, I say that nothing con-
clusive has yet been attained. The experi-
inents must extend over a number of years.
I would be sorry to see the settlers cropping
the light laud year after year because, in
my opinion, that type of country would
rapidly become exhausted. The farmers
rhould build up their country, stock it and
not crop annually. At the Wongan Hills
light land experimental farm, lupins are
growing successfully and I think they will
prove a big factor in the successful develop-
ment of that class of country. It is a fine
thing for Western Australia to see the light
land carrying crops and stock. It will
mean that we will have the land alongside
many of the existing railways brought into
a state of productivity, and there will be
more produce to haul over the railways.
Since its establishment in 1895, the Agri-
cultural Bank has advanced to ordinary
civilian borrowers £6,110,831, of which
£2 ,586,034 has been repaid, leaving a bal-
ance outstanding on the 30th June last of
£3,416,236. The net loss on the bank's
operations to the 31st June last, after writ-
ing off £194,874 for bad debts, was £75,220.
The purposes for which the advances were
made were: Liabilities taken over, E374,538;
purchase of stock, £522,830; purchase of
mnachinery, £108,827; effecting improvements,
£4,957.246; other rural industries such as
assistance to butter factories, bacon fac-
tories and so on, £E24,791, and unallotted
£122,599, making a total of £6,110,331. The
amount of the loans approved during the
past year was £507,575, of which £351,521
was for clearing new land. Compared with
1924, the year in which the Government
took office, the year's approvals show an in-
crease of £91,425. To meet the pressingr
demands of settlement, the policy of the
bank has% been liberalised to provide for ad-
vances on land up to a distance of 20 miles
from an nuthorised railway, where there is
no doubt as to the adequacy of the rainfall.
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Mr. Ferguson: Is that on light land?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, not

on light land, but only where the security
is adequate. Advances are also being- made
on suitable areas of light l.and for develop-
mental purposes on a 50 per cent, basis.
With this provision, as I have already told
lion. memnbers, the trustees insist that the
man receiving assistance must have a mini-
mum holding of 2,000 acres. In the Esper-
anilet di-trict loans amounting to £2119,975
have been approved.

Rion, fi. Taylor: Covering what penioi7
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: For the

period that the Esperanee land has been
settled. The difficulties experienced in
bringing the mallee land in this part of
the State to a payable stage of productivity
is proving much the same as with similar
types of country in the Eastern States.
Recently I read somne articles that appeared
in the "Anstralasian" regqrding the condi-
tions of the malice areas in. Victoria, and
everything that appeared in those article%
could be applied equally to the malice areas
in the Espernnee district of Western Au.
tralia. Those lion, members who ate ac-
quninted with thec malice areas know the
difficulties of farming that type of country.
The malice suckers and roots constitute
big obstacles to fanning, and until they are
got rid of it cannot be expected that the
farmers will get those good returns that are
necessary if farning there is to be profit-
able.

Mr. Griffiths: What abonut the bogey re-
garding salt? Has that been exploded?

The MkTNTSTER FOR LANDS: I have
not heard anything about oalt there. I sup-
pose there is salt there just as it is to hN
found in other parts of the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: We will not know about
that until the big trees bay'? been taken out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
that applies throu~hout Western Australia
and in the other States as w~ell. Where the
land is good, there is always a percentage
of salt when the timber is removed. I do
no' know that it wvill be worse in the Es-
perance district than elsewhere. I should
not think from the appearance of the coun-
try that there will be more salt in the Esper-
ance areas than elsewhere, if it could have
been arranged during the early stages of
development there, I believe the best system
that could have been adopted to develop
those light lan~s would have been the grow.

ing of oats with sheep and the provision
of wvater supplies. The oat stubble carries
a good burn-off and that would help to get
rid of thle malice roots. With wheat, how-
ever, it is a different proposition. The
growth of the wheat is mere scanty than
tint of oats, wviih the result that the farmers
hardly ever get a good burn-off. I believe
that is one reason why the Esperance dis-
trict has not made more progress. IPnfor-
tunately there is no water supply there aind
it is impossible to carry sheep until that
difficulty has been overcoatc. I am satig-

nflermm onwth expenenn~e, and I believe
membrs n te Oposiionside of the

House are oftesame opinion, that the
last way of developing- the malice lands
is as I have suggested, with oats, sheep,
and a good burn-off to eradicate the;
mallee roots. Had that policy been adopted
.11 the malice country seven or eight years
ag~a when settlionwnt first took place I be-
l ieve there would be a different tale to tell
to-day. I am glad to be able to inform
hon. members that althoug'h a few month.%
ago (ibe prospects were halI iii the Esper-
ance district, rains that have fallen have
meant a great improvement. This morn-
hipf I was speaking to a wheat buyer who
had just returnedl from the district and he
informed me that he felt sure there would
be an average return of about nine bushels
per acre. That will be fairly good. Hon.
mcnilers realise that so for there is no real
farming in the maliee district, and in those
circumstances they will readily understand
why better results are not being-achieved
there. However, we have to stick to that
country until wve prove it. The Govern-
ment have established an experimental
farm at Salmon Gums and we have a crop
in this year. In a few years the Agricul-
tural Department should be in a position to
state definitely whether profitable wheat
crops can be grown in that part of the
State.

Hron. G. Taylor: How far is the experi-
mental farm from the old Salmon Gum
hotel ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
about half a mile from the township and
fromt !he old hotel. It is a nice property
and conveniently situated.

Mr. Lindsay: Is it all mallee country?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, the

farm includes mallee and salmon gam eoun-
try as well. I am responsible for establish-
ing the farm at Salmon Gums. Three or four
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sites -were suggested, but I chose Salmon
Gums as being most conveniently situated.
It is on the railway line and that will en-
able farmers from the surrounding districts;
to visit the farm on field days and ascertain
what is being done there. As a result of
operations there, it is expected that we will
be able to ascertain the types of -wheat suit-
able for that locality. Consequently, the ex-
perimental farm should prove a big factor
in bringing our malice areas into a state of
productivity. Under the provisions of the
Dischlarged Soldiers' Settlement Act, ad-
vances have been made amounting to £5,709,-
018 to returned soldiers, of which £1,002,481
has been repaid. The number of soldiers re-
patriated is 5,336, of whom 850, either
through abandonmnt or re-possession, have
vacated their holdings. A large measure of
succssi has attended the efforts of the board
in the wheat an I mixed farming areas, bet
the results in the Metropolitan-Suburbani
and South-Western districts have not been
so satisfactory. A general revaluation of sol-
diers' securitiei in tho'n' areas, whielh began
while Air. Angwiri was Minister for Lands.
is now nearing completion. The amount
-which has been found necessary so far
to write off is £C491,255, of whieh
£379,405 repre-~ented ad~vances and in-
terest and £1I14.761 cost of land. These
amount&, will be recovered by the State
from the Commnonwealth grant for that
purpose, and it is hoped that this relief will
lplae the settlers in a position to make a
living and pay interest and redemption in-
stalments on their reduced indebtedness. As
to the Commonwealth grant, under which
relict is extended to soldier settlers, the 21',2
Pee cent, rebate on money loaned for repara-
tion purposes represents £E700.000, in addi-
tion to which there was the special grant of
£796,000, making a total of £1,496,0O0. As
hon. members are aware, it has been fond
necessary to continue the operations of the
indinstries Assistance Board for another
year. The active accounts on the hoard's
books total 1,073. In respect of these
044 of the assisted settlers are re-
ceiving full, and 129 partial assist-
ance, Since 1917 the clients under the
board have been restricted to soldiers in re-
ceipt of assistance under the Discharged Sol-
diers Settlement Act. It has now been agreed
to extend the Provisions of the Act to all
qualified soldiers onl approved holdin-gs, ir-
respective of whether they had acrmuired the

land since the ternination of the Common-
wealth agreement in June 19524 or not. This
extension of the board's functions will in it-
self make a continuation of the Act neces-
sary. Of the 1,073 fully and partially assisted
settlers on the board's books, 742 or 70 per
cent., are soldier settlers. The total number
of settlers indebted to the board is 2,031, of
whom 058 arc receiving no further assist-
ance; 396 of these accounts, with an aggre-
gate liability of £E317,717, have been placed
onl fixed mortgage, other inactive accounts
are being similarly dealt with. Advances made
by the board during the last financial year
amounted to £86 1,286, and repayments from
crops, etc., amounted to £887,719. That of
course is very satisfactory. The total ad-
vances outstanding, on the 3Ust 'March last
represented £1,880,285. The losses written
off to the same date amionnted to £441,103,
including bad debts written off £:280,283,
cancelled debt-, £38,957 and administration
and trading losses £:121,893. The total in-
debtedness to the Treasury amounts to £2,-
456,545. Since June, 1924, the board has
been able to finance its operations from re-
ceipts, and the same condition of affairs is
expected to obtain this year I hope that will
be so because it shows a healthy state of af-
fairs generally. The total number of clear-
ances granted by the board during the year
was 142, making- a total :,nee its inception
of 1,790. The total numbaer of abandoned
properties oa the department's Lands, in-
eluding bank, board and soldier settlement
blocks, was 640, distributed as follows:-
Metropolitan, including Esperance, 176;
Bunbary, 170: Katanning, including Den-
mark and Ongerup, 131; Northam 64;
Narrogin, 42; Kellerherrin, 23; Bruce
Rock, 14; Kununoppin, 13; and Geraldton 7.
Of those, 298 were soldier settlers and 76
have been assisted by the Industries Assist-
ance Board. The board's losses since its
ineelplion have amuounted to £441,033, but
as against that the value of crops and pro-
duce grown by assisted settlers has ex-
eceded in value £11,000,000. That provision
of wealth of course is a guarantee that the
administration has been sound and that the
Industries Assistance Board has fulfilled
the pur-pose for which it was created.
fleavy demands for the suipply of rabbit
netting still continue, and during the year
490 settlers were supplied with 2,110 miles
of netting. We have 900 miles of netting,
on hand and recently a contract wvas signed
for an additional 200 miles. So the farmers
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will be able to secure supplies, fence their
properties and carry stock, which will in-
crease their returns very greatly. Hon.
members probably are not aware of the
great quantities of netting supplied to
settlers, Up to the 30th June, 1926, 295
settlers were supplied with 1,257 miles,
costing £58,270; and for the year ended the
30th June last 490 settlers were supplied
with 2,110 miles costing £96,652. For the
41/2 months of the current year 240 settlers
were supplied with 965 miles at a cost of
£C44,077; 155 applications have been ap-
proved and are awaiting the return of
mortgage documents by settlers for 030
miles representing £28,683. We have now
64 applications in hand for 24.7 miles of a
value of £11,280. This gives a total of 459
applications for 1,842 miles at a cost of
£ 84,040.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Are you get-
ting any wire-netting from the Federal
Government?

The MINISTER FOR LAkNDS: No, not
now. All the supplies are being procured
locally and thq whole of the financial
responsibility falls on the State.

Hon. 0. Taylor: You have about 1,100
miles on hand.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
we shall not hare anything like that much
when all these other applications have been
dealt with. N~ow let me refer to group
settlement. The groups established, in-
cluding four groups amalgamated, number
136. There are 87 groups on individual
piecework, 4.3 on group piecework, and six
on partially individual and partially group
piecework. There are 1,987 settlers and
2,382 group holdings. There are 367,105
acres being developed under group settle-
muent conditions and the total population
on the groups is 8,055. There have been
2,221 cottages erected, six cottage hospitals
and 68 schools serving 122 groups. There
are 11,288 cows and heifers on the groups,
241 bulls, 3,197 pigs and 2,337 horses. The
total expenditure to the 30th September,
1927, not including drainage, has been
4C4,841,255, and that total cost, including
drainage, roads and bridges and the pur-
chase of the Peel Estate, amounts to
£6,000,000. The Leader of the Opposition
the other night criticised the administra-
tion. Before replying to his criticism I
would ask him to refrain from criticising
the group settlement administration. It is
not fair that he should indulge in that way.

.1 have no desire to make group settlemeni
a party question.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yon made a
speech, and I replied to it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have tc
Justify my own administration, and I a-ii
eLudavouring to do it. The Leader of thc
Opposition said that the success of grouj
settlement depends first upon the land
secondly upon the settler and thirdly upor
the Minister, and that whoever happens tc
he Minister must be held responsible. But
the Minister cannot be held responasible
either for the land or for the settler, two
:fundamental elements in the success of
group settlement. I think the land, the
rainfall and the settler mean more than
does the administration, If we have good
land, and settlers and rainfall, then thu
administration, be it ever so bad, cannot
keep group settlement back. At one time
similar criticism was aimed at the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. Yet despite inex-
perience, no maladministration could keep
back the wheat belt with its good settlers
good seasons nnd good prices. One eat
still find Ind Ustries Assistance Board clients
full of complaints against the administra-
tion. These men never seem to realise that
they are themselves at fault, that what is
wrong is the man himself.

Hon. G. Taylor: Surely the Mifhistem
does not wvish to prevent the farmer from
grumbling?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They do
not all grumble. The fact that so many
have succeeded under the board is evidence
that the administration is not too bad. Wber
a man, after being helped for nine or ten
years, does not succeed, it is the man him-
self who is at fault. The Leader of the
Opposition said the trouble was not with
the land. I say that in many eases it b
the land. He said also that the trouble
was the expendituire. 1 want to be
very definite about that, for in my opinion
much of the trouble has been with the land
The poor condition of the country and the
poor quality of the land have been larqely
responsible for the g-reat expend iture. When
we have poor country, we have to experi-
ment with it, and until we get satisfactory
results there must be heavy expenditure. A
lot of the heavy expenditure on the group
settlements has bheen divo to the poor quality
of the country. For some of the land we
have done everyv thing possible and yet it
does not repopnd. That sort of thing has
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caused a lot of expenditure. I do not wish
to sany hard things, but I a~m going to ask
the Leader of the Opposition to refrain
from criticisma on this subject; for I must
(lefenld myself and if pushied too far I will
criticise unsparingly.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: Well, why noti
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.

4uember has said that he believes in the
South-West but that 1 do not believe in the
South-West. He is laying himself open to
harsh criticismT when lie makes that state-
anent. I have just as much interest in the
State as has anybody else. The Leader of
the Opposition said he believed that land
was never more carefully selected than was
the land selected for group settleakent, for
it had been, chosen by expert officials. 1
have here the evidence given by Mr. Brock-
man before the Royal Commission. Mr.
Brockman said definitely that the land for
group settlement wavs not carefully selected.'The member for Toodyny (Mr. Lindsay)
was a member of the commission and he will
remember the evidence. Here is an extract
from it-

708. As you have been responsible for he
selection of the land, I presume you have been
careful?-Yea.

709. Are you aware that there are some
blocks which are not regarded by the settlers
as sntisfacoryl-Yes. There are some blocks
that I felt doubtful about at the time, but I
saw what had beein done on similar land by
others and I passed the bloeks accordingly.

710. Did you always have in mind the fact
that so much capital expenditure would be
Involved 1-I did not think the expenditure
would he so high.

711-. What guided you in -your selection of
land 1-I could not frame a'n estimiata until
the land had been tried. I had nothing to
guide me.

735. Were you ever hard put to it at any
timue to get any considerable area of hand I-
The Foreqts Department held up large areas
for soma time. Eventually some of the country
was released and then we had no difficulty.

736. If that land had been released by the
Forests Department earlier would you have
jettled light land such as that on Group 14-
-No.

737. Thea you p refer to settle the forest
countryt-There is better land there.

740. According to your evidence you think
It would have been better to have more settle-
ment in the Mainjimup area than at this end,
and you would have done that had you had
a free hand from the start?-Yes.

741. Then you aro not altogether to blame
for placing men oat the light land 1-No, we
were stuck for land at that juncture. There
was a lot of discussion about it before the
land was used. We went to look at holdings
comprising similar country and we were atis-
fled that the land would grow stuff all right.

I have seen maize 14 feet high grown ion poor
land.

770, By the Chairman: You have lived
all your life in the South-West. Until three
years ago what would you have said regarding
some of the light land that has been opened
up?-I would have considered it useless.

771. You selected that land as satisfactory
for group settlement purposes. What en used
y ou to change your mind 1-I saw what the
Spaniards had done on the land at Nannap.
They had fine crops of potates, while vines,
grass and fruit-trees were flourishing as well,
There are other blocks where similar results
were seen.

Mr. Brockman was perfectly honest before
the Royal Commission. He was plainly in
the dark and land nothing to guide him. He
said definitely that had he been able to get
timber country, he would not have settled
those people around Busselton. That land
was never properly tried out. Mr. Downs
and the late Mr. Richardson reported on the
land at the Peel Estate. Mr. Downs previ-
ously had been a settler somewhere adjacent
to the city. He tried unsuccessfully to grow
clovers when he was in charge of the Peel
Estate, and in the end he left the job. I
am not going to admit that the country is
good, because men more practical than I
know that country to be anything but good.
I think if we were to consult the present
board, all of whom are practical men, they
would tell us the same thing. The Leader
of the Opposition also said that he had had
nothing to do with the scheme for the past
31/ years, and that many of the blocks since
-abandoned were settled after he had left
office. I say that the blocks we are now
abandoning were settled under the hon.
member's Government. The change of Gov-
ernment occurred in 1924 while settlers
Were arriving and being placed at North-
cliffe. Blocks on the Peel Estate and in the
Busselton groups that are now being aban-
doned were settled under the hon. mnember's
Akdministration. The bon. member said that
when the expenditure totalled £1,301,551,
thore had been cleared 21,613 acresploughed
16,625 acres, and put under grass 11,184
acres, and he added that those were the
figures that Mr. Angwin had given. The
hen, member Went OTt to say that he thought
the present Minister had said it cost £00 to
£90 per acre to grass the land. The Min-
ister admitted the figure was wrong aind
promised to correct it. I admitted it to this
extent. The Leader of the Opposition asked
me if that cost included the buildings and T
replied, "I do not think so." I found after-
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wvards that it did, h ut it did not include the
stock. Of course the stock has not yet been
charged up to any extent. I have not been
able to trace Mir. Angwin's statement, but 1
ant prepared to admit the figures quoted re-
gardin g the country cleared, ploughed and
seeded as correct. 'Chat area, however, does
not represent one half the expenditure; nor
is it correct to say that the groups were
half-way onl the stage of development. It
has to be remembered (liat the stage of de-
velopment varies. In tlie heavy timber
counitry it was initendedl to clear 25 acres
and in the lighter country the intention was
to clear 50 acres before the groups were dis-
banded. Of the area of 20,400 acres quoted
liq having been cleared, 11,980 acres were ini
the Peel Estate alone, and the Peel Estate
rehpre-enits only ai fraction of the group
settlement scheme. Peel Estate wns one of
tih- areas where 50 acres had to be cleared
before the groiu)4 were (lisbanded. Of the
area of 16.625 acres plouglied, over half wvas
on (lie Poel Estate, and of the area seeded
50 pei cent. 'would also have been on the
Peel Estate. Therefore the bell. member's,
statement that more than half the work had
been done at the time does not clearly set
out the position.

IHon. Sir James Mitchell: T (lid not say
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: "Han-
Krid" reports the hon. member as havintr
said it. As members generally know, it has

1 found necessary to clear more than the
25 acres, and rntistics for thle month endedl
the 31st July lnst qhoiv that the urea seeded
wa' 61.530 acres, or five times the area that
wias seeded up to the time the hon. member
left office.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Seeding itself
is not expensive.

The MINISTER FOR T,A,\I)S: But ac-
t--rding to the "HansorcP' report the hon.
i-u-mber said lialf the work had beens don
wien lie left office. The number of house.,

rc!-,ted since Tine, 1924, is 1,081. When
flie hon. member left office, no dairy build-
irgs had been elected. The cost of dairy
liuildings averaged £75. It is useless for h
lIon. member to contend that the expenditure
is gr~eater than it ought to have been. There
are conditions to explain that, though I1 ad-
alt the expenditure has; been very great.
'The hon. member in the beginning had nac
conception what group settlement would
cost. It was thought, and there was a pub-
Ai linnouneement to the effect, that the farms

could he prepared for £1,000 each, but the
hon. member's own estimate was £750. I
have a minute from 21r. MeLarty in which
hie stated that the clearing could not be done
for that sum. I think Mr. .1eLarty's esti-
utate was sounder than. that of the hon.
member.

Hlon. Sir James 'Mitcell: We were dis-
cussing it nil the time.

The MINiSTER FORL LANDIS: I do not
find any fault with that. Still, it is not
competent for the hon. member to say now
that certain things$ ought to have been done
for a certain expenditure, seeing tlhat he was

fwide- or [lie mark in his own estimates.
Theire are certain things responsible for the
expenditure. 1 asked the Group Settlement
f..mard the other day to set out the position.
'That is a new board consisting of pracitic-al
meii. Mr. Rose has a very good idea of
land, anid son has Mr. Mazzoletti, and
1%]r. Hewvby tias an extensive knowledge off
agricultural conditions in Western Australia.
Tfhose gentlemen have set about their task
in a prat-tical way, and I have every confi-
doenee that they will bring about a big im-
provement in admninistration. Thc board
wrote as follows:

The board has been in existence approii-
n'ately etic month during which period the re-
adjustment and re-allocation of holdings has
boenl ill progress with a viewv to building them
up to the standard fixed as necessary to pro-
vide a~ reasonable opportunity of success...
Whil F the gravity if the general position re-
garding group settlement "-as set out for you
i the report of the late advisory committee
(31/5/27), and has not materially altered ex-
cept for the movement referred to above (that
is the re-adjustment and re-allocation of hold-
ings) the board is much concerned to knaow
that i the areas visited the following facts
f-orrihily impressed them: (I) The low quality

:fa large proportion of the land. The funds.
mental principle of successful land settlement
is the selection in the first instance of good
land, and this has been disregarded to a large
degree. The selection of the holdings provides
indisputable evidence of undue haste and want
of preparation, for it would have been cheaper
to subsidise prospective settlers and their fami-
lies. whilst waiting if necessryr', rather than
pilace diem on land where there w~as little hope
of success and which necessitated heavy ex-

L enditnre. As it is, both their efforts and the
State's money have been wasted. Ta the case
of the western groups onl the Peel Estate a
significant warning was issued by the Peel
Estate Royal Commission three and a half
.years ago, and it is difficult to understand
wvhy it was ignored. (2) The attempted set-
tlement of low-lying sour land before drainage,
the cost of which work was not, and still is
not ascertained, although very large sums have
sinee been expc4,ded. The settlers are being
wvithdirawn fronm n lot of this country, as it
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is evident that it cannot be successfully de-
velo1,ed tinder group conditions, although, as
the late advisory committee pointed out, it
cannot be considered as fully tested until drain-
age is complete, and much of it will undoubt-
edly be made some use of at a future period.
Whiether the expenditure involved will be justi-
led is problematical. (3) The unsuccessful
and expensive attempts to establish permanent
pnstures on (1) and (2). (4) The failure of
a large proportion of the pastures, aggravated
in nmnny instances by insufficient preparatory
cultivation and too early stocking, in addition
to the drainago troubles already referred to.
(5) A lack of farming. We noticed many
cases where settlers were continuing to clear,
although they already bad considerable areas
cleared, of which little use was being made.
These areas had mostly been sown with grasses,
but could not carry stock, and even should
the establishment of pastures eventually be-
como very much more successful than at pre-
sent, the board considers that a considerablo
portion of each holding must he vigorously
farmed each year in order to carry the neces-
sary stock.

A lot of the trouble iii group settlement
an~d one of the reasons why we have made
suchb slowv progress isi that the scheme in the
beginning might have been a litte more
practical. It is evident to any impartial
mian that when dealing with low-lying coun-
try, country covered 'with water for eight or
nine months of the year, it requires to be
drained before it is cleared, and after it has
la-ca cleared it should he sweetened and pre-
ivaredl for cultivation. What has happened
is4 we have been trying to cultivate sodden,
bour, cold land, land that was under water
for a large part of the year. That has gone
'iw continually with the result that we havLc

wasted a lot of money and made no pro-
gress. I ean satisfied that had the men been
employed at draining first of all, then put on
t., clear the land, then to cultivate it, and if
the land had been sweetened in the process,
Are would have got much happier results
and the position would not have what it is
to- day. Our pastures have been over-stocked,
and that has been the cause of considerable
trouble and expense for feed. The board
said-

Over-stocking is apparent in many eases and
has resulted in the necessity to purchase feed
in considerable quantities.

The Government have purchased great quan-
ticae of feed to keep the cattle alive.

Mr. Lindsay: You can blame the dairy
expert for the over-stocking.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He is
not now c-onnected with the board. The
bosard continue--

So far as our personal investigation has
gone lit present wve are unable to say how
many settlers are going to carry the stock
they hold. The object of providing them with
these cows was of course to get them on to
the producing stage, and off contract work as
varly as possible, and the result is unfortunate.

We have had to feed a great many of the
stock on rented properties and those owned
by the State. We are keeping a large
mnber on agiatment. At Dardanup we
have 155 head, at the Upper Capel 83 head,
at Avond ale 156 head, and at Maranalgo
.85 head of young stock. That sort of
thing must add to the expense of the schema,
It is no use members thinking that the
expenses will come down. They must in..
crease as the result of the conditions that
now appertain. There is a further reason
for the expenditure. On some of the settle-
mnents all the blocks have been fully devel-
oped. Some of the blocks, however, are such
that the settlers cannot maintain themselves
upon thema. We are actually taking somet
of the settlers, out for three or four miles
t%) whore they can get work, for it is only
waste of time employing them on their hold-
ings.

Hon. GI. Taylor: Are they working on the
roads?-

The MIX ISTERt FOR LANDS: They are
working on other locations. On the Serpen-
tine groups many holdings are considered
too poor to develop any further. The west-
ern groups on the Peel Estate are in a simi-
lar position, At Pemberton one settler had
cleared the whole of his land, but it could
not maintain him and we have had to find
work for him until such time as he can keel,
himself. Several holdings on the Abbet
River groups have been fully cleared, hut
the settlers have to be employed on neigh-
bours' holdings. While this is going on there
is bound to be expenditure that cannot be
justified, but in the circumstances it must
be faced.

Hon. Cr. Taylor: It must come to an end.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is com-
ing to an end, because we are removing these
settlers. The Group Settlement Board are
employed for the whole of their time in re-
constructing groups and moving these set-
tlers. We are tied up for land at present,
but little by little wo are moving these
people. The conditions under which the
settlers have been placed upon their land
have varied. The original conditions appar-
ently provided that 25 acres should be laid
down in pasture or under intense cropping.
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On poorer country such as the Peel Estate
50 acres was the minimum fixed, fluring
Mr. Angwin's term the Group Settlement
Advisory Commnittee recommended that set-
tiers should be assisted to carry 15 cows.
The developed area considered necessary for
this stock was 45 acres in the prime forest
axeas, to 110 acres in country like that,
at Abba River. We have not yet reached
the stage when these people can he Maid to
be independent of State aid. On the Peel
Estate 36 settlers reached the 15-cow stage.
Of these only 18 remain. I hope some areas
will be fully stocked with cows in the next
month or two. The capital liability has not
been reduced. The settler does not pay in-
terest, except on stock and equipment. He
is not asked to pay any interest on the
capital expenditure. The capitalisation has
yet to be considered by the Government.
The average cost of settlers' plant, honses and
cows, is about £300. There are approxi-
nmately 2,000 settlers on tile groups. It will
therefore cost a minimum of £600,000 to
equip the settlers with plant, horses and
COWS. The indebtedness of the settlers
for plant and stock is £261,635. So
far as equipment goes, we have rehed
only the half-way mark in regard to expendi-
tnt. The board have settled down to work
in. a practical manner, and I am sure their
efforts will he fraught with good results.
It would be hopeless for any Minister to
attempt to take charge of such a scheme him-
self. He is tied down in the office, and it
:.A a hopeless proposition for him to attempt
to deal with all the details of the scheme in
which th9 personal element is so difficult,
And the whole expenditure of which is
borne by the State. The State is held re-
sponsible for everything. The Government
we-re wise in appointing this board, the
establishment of which meets with general
approval. At first the board will have
th-jir hands full with questions affecting re-
constitution, and finding new blocks for the
men wvho have been removed. Later, they
must turn their attention to adminis-
tr-ation. It is said too many officials
ar engaged in this scheme. some-
tiztes I wonder how they can all he
employed. It is difficult for me to soy
what the men are doing, but the board will
have an opportunity of finding that out.
They will be able to move amongst the
gzrnps, get the atmosphere surrounding
each, and arrive at an understanding of the
whole position. If the scheme were adminis-
tered by the Minister from his office, such

a method would not be likely to show very
happy results.

Mr. Davy: A A] mister cannot do his job
if he has to hear appeals as to whether some
local authority shall award a dog license
or not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
hcard appeals as to whether a cow or a
bt'rse was good or had, lame, halt, or blind.

The Premier: And as to what some ani-
mals died of, and what compensation should
he paid.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
been called up to deal with many questions
of detail like that.

Hot). Sir Jame.. Mitchell; We spent
£.82,000 on the staff last year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I ex-
pect the board to take notice of the staff
that is engaged, and ascertain to what ex-
tent such a staff is necessary. I have visited
the groups and seen things that ought not
to go on. I have seen fertiliser in the sheds
when it ought to he in the ground. I have
heard that fertiliser has beeu buried instead
of being put into the ground. I have heard
of things even worse than that. The Min-
ister cannot detect every detail that is going
on.

Mr. Davy: It is the objection to most
State enterprises, that the Minister in
charge of them cannot pay proper atten-
tion to them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
not a State enterprise. We have none of the
advantages of State enterprise, but all of
the ill that capitalism has. The State pays
everything, andt the industrial element does
not accept the necessary responsibility in too
many cases. It is possible that the final re-
sults will be happy. I do not say that
the scheme will not work out right; we
shall get over our mistakes and our dimf-
culties; and as the Pasture is established
and the country is drained and becomes
more productive and more attractive,
it the present settlers do not remain
others will take up their holdings. The
time is coming when the South-West will
prove as attractive as the wheat belt. There
is a good time for every industry, and when
the South-West arrives at that stage, the man
on a property there, if his capitalisation is
not too great, will be in a very happy posi-
tion. So T tell the gron settlers that if
they ore wise in their generation, they will
remain on their properties, striving
to make a living for themselves and
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their families and eventually becoming
independent. The settler who expects
to make a competency in, a few years
is mistaken. That -will take 10 or
12 years. But the man who sticks to his
holding is bound to come through in the
end. Now I wish to say a few words about
migration, and then I shiall have completed
my remarks. The number of assisted mi-
grants during the last financial year was
4,766, as against 3,730 for the preceding
year, an- increase of 1,036. In addition,
1,010 full-paying third-class passengers ar-
rived in the State, as against 1,6S4 during
the previous year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- Does that figure
include Italians?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:- I do
not think so. The figures show that
6,000 people entered Western Australia
last year. In addition to the migrants who
have taken up land on the groups, a num-
ber have been placed on other lands of the
State. Of the 687 who took up land,
36 have left, leaving 651 still on the
land, So that in addition to the
migrants who receive the advantages of
group settlement, quite a fdir number have
received the advantages of settlement on
other lands soon after arriving in this coun-
try. The Leader of the Opposition wanted
to know why the miners settle at South-
ern Cross had not been settled in the
country north of Salmon Gums. The
reason was given in the Press, and I
suppose the hon. gentleman saw it.
rThe trustees of the Agricultural Bank and
1 discussed the matter thoroughly, and ar-
rived at the conclusion that the country north
of Salmon Gums towards Norseman was yet
problomatical, and that so far as rainfatl
records indicated, it was not as satisfactory'
for settlement as the area south of Southern
Cross. Therefore it was considered far bet-
ter to settle the miners on land south of
Scuthern Cross, where therc are water suip-
plies. In the country north of Dowrak, while
tdams are there, in my opinion they do not
cjintain nifilcient water to maintain a popu-
lation during the slimmer months. At South-
ern Cross, however, there is the pipe line.
In addition, according to the records, the
rainfall there is much better than that oF
Norsemnan. Therefore the best place to put
the miners was south of Southern Cross.
Those miners are not given assist-
ance for cropping unless they fallow.

They are receiving assistanee for deoar-
ig, but they must fallow from the be-

ginning. If they adopt that practice and
farm carefully, and get reasonable, luck, they
have a fine future before them. As regards
area, I would not think of less than 1,000,
aceres for those settlers. When the miners
get into the pure, fresh air, they will regain
health and rid themselves of the dust on
tibeir lungs. Thus they will have an oppor-
tunity of prolonging their lives and of mak-
ing homes for themselves and their children
Another settlement will be created for Mur-
cihison miners on the Ejanding Northward
railay The country is now being classi-
fied and surveyed, and the Murehiaon mineri
will be put there because of the lesser ex-
pense of bringing them and their houses,
down-the latter is being done in many
cases.

Hon. G. Taylor: How many miners have
you on the due aide?

The MINiSTER FOR LANDS: The
number is not yet completed. While U4
names were taken at the first meeting at
boulder, many applications have come in
since. -Happily there is a tremendous de-
ituand for land by our own people. It is.
a fine thing to find so many of our young
mien anxious to go on the land, leaving the
city to seek land. The whole tendency in
cf her countries is for young men to go i">
the city: here the converse is the case. That
is due to our having had good seasons and
good harvests, with good prices. The op-
portunity is there-cheap land, easy to de-
velop, and producing crops which bring
good prices. I regret very much that I am
not able to meet the demnands of all these
young men, but T am doing my utmost. I
have told the Surveyor General that I want
him to get the land classified and surveyed.
The sooner we get our lands developed, the
better. The sooner we take the tide at the
flood, the better will it be for Western Aus-
tralia, because our wealth is based upon
production from the soil. We "have not yet
reached the stage of supporting great sec-
ondary industries, and I am not too sorry
for that. Production from the soil is the
most natural life, and the most satiisfactory.
The Leader of the Opposition said we should
reserve these lands for our young people.
That would he hardly keeping the spirit of
the migration agreement.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, it would
h~e.
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The MIUNISTER FOR LANDS: No. In
these matters we have to act honourably.

Rion. Sir James Mitchell: Of course.
The MIUNISTER FOR LANDS: We can-

nut say to the migrants, "You must go to
the difficult portions of the State; you cannot
be settled in areas that are certain, be-
cause the opportunities then tirc bet-
ter." Mr. Banks Amiery said, "We-
ought to get !me consideration for our
people in the wheat lands." And we were
able to point out that in addition to those
on the group settlements we had put 687
M.!-rsants oil the wheat.

Hon. Sir James M3itchell: British peo-
pie, of course.

The MI1NIST ER FOR LANDS: The mi-
gration agreement provided that the new-
comers should be sent to the South-West
division of the State, niot to the South-West
particularly. The agreement referred to that
division all the time., The British authorities
-are well aware of that and they would
feel hurt if we did not provide British mi-
grants with equal opportunities to those ex-
tended to our own people, particularly when
we are. using the British Government's
money. It may hie very wvell to play up to
the public on this question and say that one
belioves that the Australians should receive
preference and migrants should be kept down
to the 'Southi-West itself. That is all right
for political purposes, and may catch a few
votes, hut that sort of attitude is not decent,
nor is it honourable.

lion. Sir James M1itchell: You are a
.judge of that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
referred to the hon. member's own agree-
meat and that sets out specifically that the
migrants must be settled in the South-West
division. Mr. Banks Amery stressed that
point, and he knows" the position well. El
would reisent strongly any attempt not to live
un to the agreement. We must be honour-
able to those wth whom we have deaings.
I havw- 110 particular attachment to people
from abroad and I am as good an Australian
as any other individual. At the same time
w~hat is the use of entertaining people who
come here and talking abont the fine Tm-
penial sentiment, inviting them to send thei r
people to this State to, enjoy the oppor-
trnities that arc available if, when they come
here, they are given the poorest land. In my
opinion the Australian understands our con-
ditions better and should make the better set-
tier. I will rive the Australian every op-

portunity to settle hero; at the same time wve
must act it[) to our contract uinder the agree-
inont. The Leader of the Opposition will
rualise that he made promises, and he would
barn endeavoured. to kep those promises just
asi the Government have endenvoatred. to do.

Hon. Sir Jamnes Mitchell: Of course, I
would earry out the promises I made, but
not what you say.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:. It would
be quite possible for me to urge the Premier
to-morrow to bring in 10,000 migrants and
to settle them in the South-West, but unfor-
tunaitely much of the land available there is
inmilar to that which we have found tuisatis-
factory.

Hlon. Sir James Mitchell: In the South-
west?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, not
in the South-West generally, hut the land
that is available. It has to be remembered
that the Forests Department holds the best
of the country. The Leader of tho Opposi-
tion is aware of that fact. I do
not blamie the lion, inember for allow-
int The Forests, Department to securu
that goad country. Be at-ted ;visely since
the forest land is valuable because of the
timber. We all know that the Forests lYe-
partment. are quite prepared to hand over
the poorer class of land they hold, hut that
would not be satisfactory for group
purposes. Without in any way decrying the
country, it hias to be admitted that there
i:4 some poor Pountry there, just as there is
poor country in other parts of Australia.
Our experience of that type of cnuntry is
that we dto not Lret results. In years to come
it will be built up, but at present it is hardly
the type of rountry and which we should
be expected to place raw inexperienced set-
tlers. It is possible to bring them out
straight away burl, as I have already said,
we m1ust act uip to the spirit of the agree-
mneat.

The Premier: OC corsc the forest
country has to be retained for the Fores-tsq
Department.

lHon. Sir James -Mitchiell: But there is
plenty of land there that could be used for
agricultural purposes. NVO cannot live on
timber. We must have butter andi potatoes
and] so forth, for ouir people.

The MIMIXSTER FOR LANDS: WVe
have some jarrab countryv in the vicinity of
Mafrgaret River, hut it hats its4 peculiarities3.
I do not say that it will not prove to 'he
good land, but the fact remains that we
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cannot geat good results. Clover germinates
there all right, but it dies back. Those condi-
tions may not be permanent, but is is evi-
(lent that the country wvill require a lot of
sweetening.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : It will go
ahead all right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, in
the end. We have to face these conditions,
however, and we must expect heavy expen-
diture if we are to test out the country pro-
perly. Work of that description takes time
and money too. The Mitchell agreement
provided that at an estimated cost of
£6,000,000 the State would settle about
75,000 new migrants-men, women and
children-from the United Kingdom, and
establish about 0,000 men selected from
amongst migrants on about 6,000 additional
farms in the South-West division of the
State. This wvas afterwards agreed to be
limited to the 0,000 farms only. The new
agreement provides for undertakings for
public works and for land settlement, and
in the latter ease for every approved sum
of £1,000 the State is to provide a new farm
and to allot at least one-half of such newr
farms to assisted migrants who have sailed
from the United Kingdom since the 1st
June, 1922, and have not been resident in
Australia for more than five years. It may
well be argued that the 6,000 farms to be
established under the~iitehiell agreement were
purely for migrants, and that local people
were not taken into account, but in respect
to the latter agreenient,-not only is the allot-
ment to igrants limited to 50 per cent, of
the farms established under the agreement,
but retrospective effect is given to it to the
1st June, 3022, to bring under the fifty-fifty
allocation the farms preOviously established
uinder the 'Mitchell agreement. The number
of holdings established is 2,382, of which 141
liai-e been allocated to British migrants who
do not come under the agreement, having
arrived prior to 1st June, 1922. This leaves
2,241 holdings under the agreement, of
which 1,336 are held by migrants and 423
tire vacant. Under the migration agreement
0,331 farms banve already been approved by
the Commission as part of the £6,000,000
Mitchell agreement. These farms will be at
the rate of £1,000 per farm. It was hoped
that the amount would be raised to £1,500,
but I do not think there is any possibility of
that. In order to absorb the balance of the
£6,000,000, proposals have been put up to
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the Development and 'Migration Commission
which have been accepted, and which, apart
from public works, provide for an additional
700 farms, making a total of 3,031, which
will be deemed undertakings under the
jpresent agreement. These 700 farms will
be on the basis of £1,500 per farm, and the
whole of the 3,081 farms must be allotted
on a fifty-fifty basis to migrants. The fifty-
fifty basis is made retrospective to the 1st
June, 1902. If the 423 vacant holdings are
absorbed by the present group settlers, 1,213
new farms must be made to complete the
3,031 farms, and on the fifty-fifty basis 179
of these must be allocated to British mi-
grants, leaving 1,034 for Australians. So
we are not doing too badly with the provi-
sion for, by settling 179 migrants, we can
place in our wheat -areas 1,034 Australians.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is a very
good agreement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
lion, member need not be afraid that we
will not give Australians an opportunity,
for uinder the latest agreement the fullest
opportunity is given. I think the terms are
very liberal indeed. I do not see how any
member can object to that agreement. It
should be satisfactory to all of its. The bal-
ance of the £6,000,000 will be absorbed in
works incidental to settlement. The
Development and Migration Commission
spent several weeks in the State towards
the close of last year and investigated on
the spot many ofi the proposals that had
been submnitted for consideration as under-
takings under the 'Migration Agreement.
The Commission was accompanied by tbe
British Government representative, Mr.
Banks Amery, and as a result of the visit
approval has since been obtained for the
following proposals: The Denmark-Pember-
ton Railway, the Cranbrook-Boyup Brook
'ailway, the Norseman-Salmon Gums rail-
way, group roads, group drainage and water
supplies for the Barballin area, the Narem-
been area and the Esperanee-Norseman
irea. The estimated total cost of these
tindertakings is £1,003,134. The proposals
tinder consideration now are the extension
of the Ejanding-Northward railway, the
Kalkalling-Bulfinch railway, and the ques-
'ion of serving the country east of
Kondinin. I have pleasure in submitting
the Estimates.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.44 p.m.


